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Marie Luise Kaschnitz
Beschreibung eines Dorfes (1966)

von Uwe Schweikert

1

Marie Luise Kaschnitz (1901-1974) wurde in
Karlsruhe geboren. Thre Kindheit, Jugend und
Schulzeit verbrachte sie in Berlin und Pots-
dam. Als eigentliche Heimat aber hat sie stets
das im oberen Hexental bei Freiburg gelegene
Dorf Bollschweil empfunden. Dort besal} der
Vater ein Landgut, dessen Herrenhaus — das
wSchloss* genannt — nach dem Ende des Ers-
ten Weltkriegs zum Wohnsitz der Familie
wurde. ,,Es schien mir oft — so heilt es in ei-
nem 1945 entstandenen autobiografischen Text —,

als wiirde ich nicht mehr derselbe Mensch sein, wenn ich nicht wenigstens
einmal im Jahr unter dem Rinnen des Brunnens und dem Rauschen der Lin-
den zur Ruhe gehen, nicht einmal vom Kamm des Rebbergs hiniiberschauen
koénnte auf das Haus, das inmitten seiner dunkeln Biume wie ein trotziges
Tier in der Talmulde liegt. [..] Es kam mir auch vor, als habe ich aus dieser
Erde alljahrlich meine Lebenskraft gezogen. (GW VII, 423 £)'.

Wichtige Stationen ihres Lebens sind mit diesem am Rand des Siid-
schwarzwalds gelegenen Dorfes verkniipft. Dort hat sie im Dezem-
ber 1925 Guido von Kaschnitz-Weinberg, den Archiologen und
spiteren Direktor des Deutschen Archiologischen Instituts in Rom,
geheiratet. Dorthin kam sie 1928, vor der Geburt ihrer Tochter, aus
Rom zuruck. Dort suchte sie 1939/40 sowie 1945/46, zu Beginn und
am Ende des Zweiten Weltkriegs, Zuflucht. Dort wurde am
1. September 1958 ihr Mann begraben. Und dort fand auch sie selbst
im Oktober 1974, nach ihrem Giberraschenden Tod in Rom — ein Jahr
nach dem Unfalltod der Freundin Ingeborg Bachmann —, ihre letzte
Ruhe.
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The use of literary approach strategies to promote the
"writing" skill of German students at Iranian universities

Anita Amiri'

Abstract: The aim of this article is to investigate how one can apply literary ap-
proach strategies to promote the "writing" skill of German students at Iranian uni-
versities.Background studies: Writing is a skill that can be learned. In particular,
writing technical texts for the university requires appropriate training and the use
of professional methods and strategies. Summarizing a literary text without using
the methods and strategies is considered to be rather impossible and these must
definitely be acquired. Language and culture have a strong and inseparable rela-
tionship. In addition, it goes without saying that communicative skills now also in-
clude intercultural skills. You can only learn and understand the foreign language
correctly if you also understand the culture. Today, literature as a comprehensive
cultural medium is assigned an important role in foreign language didactics for
teaching and promoting the four skills (in the sense of reading, listening, speaking
and writing).

Method and argument: This contribution showed how one can improve the writ-
ing skills of Iranian students through the use of literary approach strategies and at
the same time introduce GFL teachers and professors at universities to new ways
of teaching and treating the writing skills of Iranian students. The present work
therefore first explained the concept of the literary approach and its functions
for promoting the skill "writing". Then the results of each sub-chapter were sum-
marized in order to present a didactic concept based on the German short story
"Das dicke Kind" by Marie Luise Kaschnitz for the course "Contents for advanced
learners" offered at the university.

Conclusion: The results from this concept have shown that the literary approach
contains many didactic strategies to promote the skill "writing" and that they are
therefore recommended for improving the writing skills of Iranian German stu-
dents. It should not be left unmentioned that the use of literary approach strate-
gies can not only make a major contribution to improving students * writing skills,
but also to promoting their literary knowledge as well as imparting and treating
their intercultural skills. It is therefore recommended to keep an eye on these re-
markable functions of the literary approach strategies for teaching and promoting
intercultural skills. Last but not least, this work sees itself as a contribution to the

1. Assistant professor,German department. Shahid Beheshti University.
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promotion of writing skills not only for students of German language and litera-
ture, but also for students of other subjects with a similar focus.

Key words: foreign language teaching, intercultural competence, literary ap-
proach, "writing" skill, didactic-oriented strategies, summary of literary texts.
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