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A Study of the Interaction of Swann and Marcel with
the World and Others, with an Emphasis on Eric
Landowski’s Taste Regimes

Morteza Babak Moein'

Abstract: Eric Landowski postgreimassian semiotician distinguished the two pos-
sible forms of the quest for happiness corresponding to two different forms of taste,

namely, «the taste of pleasurey, and «the taste of pleasingy. As for the “taste of plea-
sure”, he distinguishes two more conceptions of pleasure: the first bases the jouissance
of the subject on the unilateral relation of the “possession” of the elements of the
world and people, and the second emphasizes the relation of interactional reciprocity.

Concerning the question of meaning, which for Landowski is only the result or product
of the subject s interaction with the elements of the world and that by making «use» of
them, he distinguishes two forms of interaction that one refers to the idea of “use” and
the other to that of “practice”. We think that the idea of «use» corresponds well to the
first conception of pleasure, where it is a question of the unilateral and utilitarian re-
lation of the subject with the world, and that the idea of « practice “corresponds to the
second conception of pleasure which bases jouissance on the subject’s interactional
and aesthetic relationship with people and the elements of the world, which Landows-
ki gives him as an emblem the verb* to love “or* to savor . The main objective of
the article is to show that the two conceptions of the word of use, the «usey, and the
«practicey, one based on the unilateral, functional, and utilitarian relationship of the
subject with the world. , and the other based on the aesthetic and dynamic interaction
with the world, serve to differentiate the way of acting of Marcel and Swann, the two
protagonists of Proust, in front of women and in front of the elements of the world
which surround them.

Background Studies: /n his book For a Semiotics of Taste, (2013), Eric Landowski
methodically presents the different taste regimes and he tries to apply his thoughts

to quite diverse fields. In Nameless Passion (2005), Landowski gives the first outline
of his reflections on the semiotics of taste and he applies his thought to advertising
images. The journal, titled Semiotic Acts, published five contributions in 1988 dealing
with taste and flavors. The article closest to Landowski's ideas and thoughts is the
article entitled «For a Semiotics of Taste: From Aesthesia to Judgmenty written by G.

1.Associate Professor of Islamic Azad University of, Central Tehran Branch
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Grignaffini; In this article, the writer talks about both the aesthetic and ethological
dimensions of taste. Methodology: The methodological basis of this modest study

is based on Landowski's general outline concerning the question of taste. Indeed, the

elementary model, presented by this diagram can be considered as a grammar of taste

thanks to which Landowski distinguishes two principles of taste which are, on the one

hand, that of enjoying, and on the other; that of pleasing. The taste for enjoyment (or
pleasure) is divided into two distinct forms which correspond to two conceptions of
«pleasurey, The first reduces the world to matters and bodies in respect of which the

subject condemns himself to maintain only a unilateral relation of possession. The

second bases jouissance on a relation of interactional reciprocity. This elementary

grammar of taste serves us to make an original reading of the way the protagonists act
in Searching for Lost Time by Marcel Proust.

Conclusion: We can say that where it is a question of the relations of Marcel or
Swann with the beloved women, they possess the women with whom they cannot es-

tablish a flexible adjustment of being together; in effect, they «use them. »By dehu-

manizing them, to satisfy their desire for possession, and in the second case, where In

other words in the relations between the protagonists of Proust with their loved ones,

the latter only carry out in their service, their thematic journey of the device serving
their desire for possession and their carnal satisfaction, while when it is a question of
relations with the things of the world, they enter, like subjects endowed with the body,

in the dynamic and aesthetic interactions with the latter, which, as material realities,

are endowed with sensitive qualities. It is a question of the interactions of Marcel and
Swann with the things of the world, that is to say of an «inter somatic adjustmenty, they
«practicey and ‘like’ them n leaving them free to deploy all their potential.

Keywords: «enjoy», «possessiony, «lovey, «use», «practice», «Landowskiy
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