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Ghetto and Punitive Containment: A Reflection on Caryl Phillips’s The Nature of Blood

Abstract

Introduction: Reading contemporary fiction through diverse disciplines appears to be a
substantial part of narrative studies in particular and literature in general providing a tenable
framework of interdisciplinary discourses of knowledge to study and explore fiction. Caryl

Phillips’s The Nature of Blood embraces a labyrinth of narratives, the Holocaust as its



ultimate point of recollection. Phillips, by narrating the horrific memories of a camp survivor,
delves into the dark memories of racism and brings it to its old days, as far as Othello’s in
Venice. The present study explores this dark legacy through a relatively new approach to
literature using socio-cultural anthropological concepts. In doing so, the present paper
scrutinized The Nature of Blood through the concepts of territorial stigma, ghetto, and
punitive containment in order to delineate the true and indisputable role of fiction in other
social sciences, emphasizing the interdisciplinary nature of literature and novel, in particular.
Focusing on the conception of ghetto as a stigmatized territory narrated by Eva and Othello,
the two major narrators in the novel, the article finds it as an available and costless strategy of
punitive containment practiced through the course of history and represented in The Nature
of Blood.

Background of Study: Wacquant elucidates his ideas on the nexus of marginality, ethnicity,

and p @ WeNCT, ten i Ti ighaatizZ@tio heital zaki .W more
natiorfalities &nd ®s€1plin da¥ies. ilds h¥ no g ari8on of

some canonical cases and concludes that ghetto is an institutional form that would lead to

territorial and social stigmatization: “the ghetto is an institutional form, a social-
organizational device that employs space to fulfill two conflictive functions: economic
extraction and social ostracization” (Urban Outcasts, 3). He develops the concept of territorial
stigmatization according to this comparative approach to social theory and applies his
findings about neighborhood taint on both sides of the Atlantic. Moreover, he has contributed
to urban studies by his notion of advanced marginality.

Methodology: This article is a library-based research and uses various sources both in
interdisciplinary discourses and contemporary fiction. Ghetto is pictured as punitive
containment strategy to push the members of periphery to territories of stigma and deprive

them of their collective identity and sense of belonging.



Conclusion: The present paper explores The Nature of Blood as an instance of the author’s
multi-layered narration in a versatile scope of time, place and history that makes it an
appropriate microcosm to apply Wacquant’s conception of territorial stigma, ghetto, and
punitive containment. It is concluded that territorial stigma, along with other labels relegating
the repressed to the margins of a society, is a recurrent and dynamic threat to the integrity of
the underclass and the precariat making it difficult to grasp to any kind of collective action
and thus, reflecting the future lives and struggles of the migrants with diverse ethno-racial
and religious backgrounds, especially from the Middle East, who were trying to find refuge in
Europe after the wake of ISIS. Moreover, ghetto, scrutinized by Wacquant in its modern
sense, finds its roots in Renaissance Europe in Phillips’ fiction, proving the bitter fact that the
ghetto is the other side of the prison aiming at the exclusionary closure of the outcasts of the

society and continued almost unchanged to the modern urban metropolis. The punitive

conta ingethe ¢ st rducd t& be ti p.'c gy to
keep the underc rec nd t 'ocll tcasts®at b efin a e Prison,
sometimes embodied in the form of the ghetto and has always been reflected in literature due

to its potential socio-cultural and anthropological overtones.

Keywords: Jewish Diaspora; Intertextuality; Trauma; Exclusionary Closure; Carceral body;
Urban Relegation.
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