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1. Being in myself
2.Emptiness

3.will

4.Being for myself
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Semiotic Study of the Subject of Transcendence: the
Case of The Gold Coin that Soleiman Was Able to Find
by Rahnavard Zaryab
Nehmat-allah Iranzadeh'<Hamid Reza Shairi* Nasir Ahmad Arian®

Abstract

Introduction: The present Study examines the process of transcendental
movement of the exisiential subject n the novel “The com that Suleiman
(Solomon) found” based on the exisiential semantic-semiofics approach
Yero Taragh and Shahiri. According 1o the existential semantic-semioncs
approach, the subject 18 an actor who 1s constantly passing between Da-

sein and Transcendence. This movement of the subject continues wntil it is
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equipped with the effective verb (Modal) of “knowing” and reaches tran-
scendental or perfection Dasein by passing through different Dasein. The
main purpose of this study 1s 10 see how the ontic subject (the main actor of
fhe novel) follows the path of transcendental movement in different Dasein
States and what force canses it 1o be thrown from one Dasein 1o another Da-
sein and 1t reaches from an onfic state 1o a new ontic state. The subject exists
n the “realm of nothingness’; m this area, turbulent movement is formed
on the axis of “Negation” of existence. A system of rigk-taking is formed
fhat forces the subject 1o take the first Siep 1o ignore himself and get out of
fhe mitial State 1o reach perfection.

Background Studies: Classical and structural semiofics have familiarized
us with a parficular type of subject definable as a subject of the action.
Such a subject can only function according 1o a precise order and a pre-
established program. The subject of the action signifies by its conjunction
with an object of value and is therefore reduced 1o a habitus. He 1s content
only 1o follow 2 linear path and refuses 1o want to transform his existence.
Today, given all the evolufion in post-Greimassian semiofics, We can speak
of two types of the subject: the first 1s defined by immanence. The subject
of immanence 1s characterized by what Bourdieu calls habitus. The latter
fesifies 10 what means “identical stories” (Bourdieu, 19302 99). The second
identifies with what we can call with Levinas the transcendental subject.
Thus, transcendence corresponds 1o an ethic where the Other can never be
reduced 1o an action or a predetermined narrative course. Indeed, for Levi-
nas (1994 64) the presence in the world of each subject is defined above all
by the implantation of the Other as the main source of ethics. This observa-
fion leads us 10 recognize in semiofics two types of subjects: immanent and
transcendent. To make this 1dea clearer and more operational, we prefer 1o

quote §. Fontanille:
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“The imminent solufion is 1o atiribute this regulation 1o a sul generis pro-
cess, which updates the relationship with the Other at the same time as
fhe actor tries 10 adjust his Strategy 1o Mis nterests and those of others.
On the confrary, the transcendent solufion consists n implanting the Other
even before any practice whatsoever, as a referent of subjectivity in relation
1o which the actor of the practice will have 1o define and sitnate himsels.
”(Fontanille, 2008 245).

Method and Argument. \n his way, the conditions of the presence n the
world of subjects encourage us 1o redefine the meaning of exisience con-
cerning the type of semiotic object and of the course by which each hman
being constructs his 1dentity and his form of \ife.

The aim of this Study will therefore be to examine the existence of these two
types of semiotic subjects in an Afghan novel entitled The Golden Coin that
Soleiman could find (201%). To carry out this research, we will base our-
selves on the semiotic methodology which 1s nourished by three different,
but complementary data. First, we will base ourselves on the theorizes of
the Paris semiotic school regarding the use of the Greimas modality and se-
miotic square. Next, we will refer 1o the existential semiotics of E. Tarasu.
And finally, we will not hesitate 1o use Levinas’s point of view on the ques-
tion of the Other and transcendence.

The most important point that forms the common thread of this essay is 1o
examine the existence of two types of the semiotic subjects: the subject of
duty and the subject of will. The first 1s the one who signifies through the
modality of duty, which therefore objectively follows its course and seeks
the conjunciion 1o its object of value from a predefined program. The sec-
ond 1s defined by the modality of wanting and unlike the subject of duty, he
embarks on the adventure by negating everything that deprives him of the

sense of subjectivity and progression. 1t thus becomes a subject of risk and
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is characterized by becoming. In this way, fhe mam question that we ask
ourselves from reading the corpus of this shudy (The gold com that Solei-
man was able 1o find) is that of knowing how Soleiman suceeeds n denying
2a situation of nothingness. n which he \ives?

Conclusion: Surmming up, Soleimant first becomes a subject of negation
and refuses 1o continue living n nothingness and total nonsense. 1o be-
come 2 subject of non-nothingness, Soleimant can only begin by becoming
A conscious subject. This awareness 1s the result of an observation in a life
confronted with an essential lack: 1o exist in the true sense of exisience. In
any case, one thing is certain: 1o change his situation from nothingness and
come Into exisience, Soleimant has only one choice: 1o act in his Dasein and
refuse 1o be locked there forever. How can this possibility of passing from
one Dasein 1o another be realized? By an exisiential journey that we could
define as a transcendental version of existence. To change s situation of
disaster and 1o say no 1o a life form subjected 1o an overwhelming duty,
Soleimant would have 10 become a subject of “being-n-me-and-for-me”.
This 13 exactly the point that will be developed throughout this study to
dismantle the process that allows Sole.

Keywords: Transcendental Action, Dasein, Subject of Transcendental, Bxis-

fenfial Discourse, Rahnavard Zaryab, Contemporary Novel of Afghanistan
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