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1. CEFR 2. Action-oriented approach
3. Traditional method 4. Direct method
5. Active method 6. SGAV (structure-Global Audio-Visual)
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1. declarative 2. procedural
3. D. Kolak 4. Knowing that
5. Knowing how 6. G. Ryle
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1. Traditional Grammar 2. Textual Grammar
3. Conceptual Grammar 4. Conceptualization exercises
3. Structural drills or pattern drills

Critical Language & Literary Studles Vol.18, NO. 26, Spring and Summer 2021 Vé¢



Ol 98 S ghm LA 45 g auddl B Ol

| g
oyl gan
80, 743
60.
4D,
20 = 86 114
0.

’ l SR

0.
(et (s et o 53 A o
B i1 pa

LJ‘J—“ IVET o s 5eT ol st paiS oo sualiie S Hligad 5o 4S5 sbylen
onds el Gl ol e i (L) Hsiws Sl clade o LelKasls 5o
wailyd oLy GBlsel 534S (Y aS 5 Luas asa s b S ol Gllas Gl Sl
Gt b 5 Gligan 55 Hsies ()sel © bg e oids Lol ool 438 Ko g
3508 phogte € mals bl Hsbinl Gl e @8l oo s p3Sla T
2S5 L) Lt o 4 St Ol oS5 5 g i) sl was glasie
ol L) 5o (s5LA didla b Sidis o€ ool passd 5 (T (55 530 plie
bl glacuad so 5 05 s siews (s bLS ) (5515350 Y

— o HuS o) se oo ol Gaob 5y b ot IS oo wb - A
O b — 0 Dl 5 50T0,L 5 4l 9 — 77 Dl 4o (IS (aias

Obs tdsel ol LT oS cocad ool 0l 31 38l (AT Gl s cl aladl 51 Ciaa
T bl s slagal 55 HUS 5ot (Sl Bl 6 SHISw 5 saliiod cueal 3l 4wl 8
coroly hal slassne 5 (S i b ot olST7 A3 Lb, slite (5315 ) saen
(P il e s Sl s ga oS el Sl LS Gl 5 (plgo) Sl pa e
s a3 LA slie (iS5 °(Siass p faaliadasls L) GBS
235 slacuaise 5o Wb 55elol) b sad G2 gal (Sb) ael @S pubialonl

1. Linguistic competence 2. Communicative competence
3. Pragmatic competence 4. Sociolinguistic competence
5. Cultural competence
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The Study of the Role of Memory in the Didactics of

Grammar and Grammatical Exercises of FFL in Iran
Leila Shobeiry!

Abstract: Today, we have made increasing progress in foreign language teaching.
After the writing of the book The Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) at the Council of Europe, a great evolution has taken place
in the teaching of foreign languages. Proposing a pragmatic approach is one of
the latest innovations in the CEFR. Changing the name of the learner to a social
agent/actor and changing the name of the exercise to a task-based activity and
educational project are the most important features of this new approach. The
constant challenge of teaching approaches and methods throughout the history
of French language teaching has been how to teach and address the subject of
grammar teaching. In many teaching methods, such as the Traditional Method, the
basis of language teaching has been grammar teaching. Sometimes throughout
history, in methods such as the Direct method, Active method, or SGAV method,
grammar teaching was done implicitly With the introduction of new educational
approaches such as the Communicative approach and the Action-oriented ap-
proach, grammar teaching was revived by explicit teaching of grammatical rules
and there was no talk of eliminating it, but it can be said that French language
teachers in Iran have no consensus on how to properly teach grammar by imple-
menting an efficient method. Many learners are initially very interested in learning
grammar, searching for the best grammar teacher and collecting the best gram-
mar booklets, but ultimately everyone complains about the inability to apply the
collected grammatical rules when communicating in the target language. Various

theories and solutions have been proposed for this problem over time, but the new
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aspect of the present study is to take a more scientific look at the issue of grammar
learning and teaching. As we know, memory plays an important role in our human
learning. Meanwhile, learning a foreign language such as French always faces
various challenges, such as overcoming grammatical problems and mistakes for
learners. Given that grammatical exercises can functionally play an important role
in learning the grammar of a foreign language, in this study we aim to look for the
relationship between memory and types of grammatical exercises. In other words,
in this study, we seek to find an answer to the question of how linguistic data and
information are stored and classified in the human brain and memory? What is the
difference between grammar knowledge and grammar skills, and how can French
language teachers turn grammar knowledge or mental data into grammar skills
through grammar exercises?

Methodology and discussions: /n this study, we used a questionnaire to ask ten
questions and asked Yo French language teachers in universities and language in-
stitutes in Iran to answer questions about teaching French grammar. It should be
noted that before presenting the questionnaire, a handbook was provided to all
professors in which all the keywords of the questionnaire, including traditional,
textual, and conceptual grammars, conceptual and structural exercises, etc. were
explained to avoid ambiguity, to prevent and increase the reliability of the answers.
The purpose of this questionnaire is to provide descriptive statistics on the type of
instructional grammar, the level of knowledge of teachers about the relationship
between the type of pedagogical grammar and related exercises with memory.
Conclusion: The results of this study on the types of grammatical exercises show
that conceptual exercises and exercises that deal with the textual, spoken and writ-
ten productions of language learners have the greatest role in the development of
procedural memory (which is directly related to the acquisition of language skills).
According to the descriptive statistics and its analysis, as well as the types of ex-
ercises described in this article, as well as the various steps of memorizing gram-
matical rules and retrieving them, it seems that in grammar classes there is no
logical way to embed information in procedural memory and retrieve it. To instill
grammatical rules in our practice memory, we can ask language learners to write
instructions for compiling a handbook for a device as an exercise. Or we can ask
them to write a text containing some advice to their friend and try as much as pos-

sible to start their sentences with “you should | you should ..” In this way, during
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the conceptual exercises, the learners are in the process of producing personal
text or speech. The development of procedural memory is not possible except by
doing these exercises, and as a result, it should be said that pre-arranged exercises or
activities such as filling in the blanks, continuing a sentence, spending a verb in different
sentences at different times and in different ways, etc. play the least role in the develop-
ment of procedural memory, which is why we often hear teachers complain that, despite
all the grammatical exercises they do, their learners have not yet learned the past tense
correctly and continue to make the same mistakes. French language teachers should be
able to distinguish exercises such as play games that develop language skills in learners,
from exercises that target only their declarative memory. Acquisition of language skills
is achieved through working on text, speech, and writing, and procedural memory-based
exercises should be performed before declarative memory-based memory exercises. Pro-
cedural memory-based exercises should also outperform other exercises, and of course,
the time allotted for such exercises should be longer.

Keywords: Declarative Memory, Procedural Memory, French Grammar, Grammar Exer-

cises, Teaching French as a Foreign Language
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