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The Study of Campzenship and Homo Sacer in Monica Ali's In the Kitchen
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1. Non-human
2. sexualité
3. patria potestas
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The Study of Campzenship and Homo Sacer in
Monica Ali’s In the Kitchen

Zahra Taheri'
Abstract

Postmodernity seemed to many as a herald of big changes in a wide
range of social, cultural, and political contexts. Gaining its mo-
mentum form anti-colonialism, the post-war era in the west looked
like a fertile time for the emergence of a more humanitarian and
democratic discourse which could give voice to the voiceless and,
thus, recognize those in the social, cultural, and political margins,
including women and the racial, ethnic, or religious other. This wind
of change and such sudden foregrounding of “differences” to many
sounded like the breach of liberal humanism s “‘meta-narratives”
and the embrace of the “petite” ones on the part of the West. Such
spirit of the age led those in the margin to hope for an end to their
status as “‘shadow citizens” and for their ultimate recognition as the
cultural ones. However, no one could ever imagine that their hope
would be easily dashed, and the current discourse would prove itself
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The Study of Campzenship and Homo Sacer in Monica Ali's In the Kitchen

as a revamped version of the old imperial one. Appealing on the sur-
face, multiculturalism, however, could not prove that much helpful
to guarantee a change to the hierarchies of liberal discourse of the
old imperial regime. It just did foreground cultural differences to
replace the old “master/slave” system of thought with “identity pol-
itics ” and once more secured the social and cultural exploitations of
those in the margin. The result for the marginalized groups was no
better status than “the inside outsiders” who were considered equal
but different, the very status conferred upon homo sacers in the an-
cient Roman Empire. This article focuses on the re-emergence of
“camp’ and rebirth of “homo sacers” in Monica Ali’s In the Kitchen
(2009) through the perspective of new-left thinkers. Deploying Gior-
gio Agamben s views, the writer has tried to discuss how the biopo-
litical stands of the neo-liberal humanism in the West have abused
the notion of “state of exception” to trigger a new type of Hegalian
“master-slave discourse” in the postcolonial era. To this end, the
notions of “bio-politics,” “indistinct zones/non-places,” and “bare
life” have been studied. It is argued that with the politicization of
life, the deprivation of migrants from “bios” and “zoe,” the impo-
sition of “bare life” on them, and their limitation to the borders of
“citizenship/ noncitizenship,” “life/ death,” “belonging- nonbe-
longing,” and “the self/ the other,” the West has once more repeated
the old binary opposition of the “us/ them” in the recent decades.
Such treatment on the part of the West has given birth to “homo
sacer” figures as well as the establishment of “camps” in the center
of imperialism and, thus, justified the violation of migrants’ rights
under the stigmatization of them as “national enemies.”

Keywords: camp, homo sacer, “state of exception,” bio-politics,
bare life
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