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Assessment of the German Language Teaching
Curriculum at the Islamic Azad University

Farahnaz Taghipour', Leili Mesgarzadeh Aghdan?’

Abstract
Introduction: Curriculum is a pre-regulated document that includes

2.Assistant Professor. IAU.Science and Research Branch, Tehran- Iran. (Corresponding Author)
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the general learning goals, the goals for any of the provided subjects,
teaching activities, and evaluating methods, and the success of the
education system depends on the quality of the prepared curriculum.
Nowadays, by the increase in the number of foreign language stu-
dents, teaching language has gained considerable importance and
a great number of these students study the language through their
university education. Hence, an integrative curriculum could meet
the needs of the students and the education system. The curriculum
of teaching German language major in master’s program in Islamic
Azad University has been prepared around 20 years ago to train
qualified people for teaching this language in the universities and
higher education institutes to meet the needs of the society by pro-
viding the professional human resources in the field of research in
teaching language. This curriculum could not meet all the needs of
the current students of German language teaching major in the mas-
ter’s program and it is not able to train the students with adequate
skills for teaching the German language. This research tries to study
the current curriculum and provides solutions to improve it.

Background of Study: Considering the significance of curriculum,
various researches have been conducted around the studying and
analysis of the curriculum for teaching different languages in Iran.
Salary et al. studied the curriculum of English translation major in
the bachelor’s program with a focus on the needs of the transla-
tion market in Iran. In another study, Rezvani considered the En-
glish translation major curriculum inappropriate, since it could not
meet the needs and expectations of the students, while he believes
a revision of the curriculum is required. Birjandi et al. studied the
English translation major curriculum and came to this conclusion
that the current curriculum could not meet the primary objective
of this teaching course, which is to train professional translators
in humanities, social sciences, etc. for the needs of the society. In a
study entitled “Teaching Translation: Learning Language or Trans-
lation”, Haqqani studied the previous curriculum of German trans-
lation major in bachelor’s program in 2004, and by studying its var-
ious aspects, he came to this conclusion that a reconsideration of the
curriculum is required. This study led to a revision in the previous
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curriculum of German translation major in bachelor's program and
a new curriculum was used from the beginning of the 2003-2004 ac-
ademic year. In another research in this regard, he studied the new
curriculum and described its outlines and specifications. In 2013,
Dustizade et al. studied the curriculum of German translation major
in bachelor s program in Tehran IAU and proposed suggestions, rec-
ommendations, and solutions to improve the qualitative and quanti-
tative levels of this major in IAU.

Methodology: In the methodology of the research, it has to be men-
tioned that this study is generally originated from library studies
including articles, thesis, and books related to teaching. Also, in
the field study, the statistical research was carried out by studying
20 students of German language teaching in the master's program
of IAU Science and Research Branch, Tehran. Initially, the prereq-
uisites and main subjects provided in this curriculum were studied
and the objectives, weaknesses, and strengths of this curriculum are
considered. Subsequently, the students’ opinions were analyzed and
ultimately, a set of recommendations are provided to improve the
curriculum through considering the carried-out studies on the cur-
riculum of German language teaching in the masters program of
IAU Science and Research Branch, Tehran, and the carried-out sur-
vey summary.

Conclusion: It could be generally claimed that the teaching units
provided in German language teaching major is theoretical and the
lack of practical experiences are considerably felt among the gradu-
ates of this major. Additionally, due to the curriculum being outdat-
ed, a need for updating and revising the curriculum, considering the
latest research in the field of teaching, seems necessary. Because fur-
ther education for the students of all majors related to the German
language in Ph.D., in the state universities and AU, is only possible
in German language teaching major, the new curriculum should be
designed so that it could provide the basis for the further education
while meeting the specific needs in this course.

Key Words: Curriculum, Master’s Degree, German Language
Teaching, Learning Centers, Courses.

Critical Language & Literary Studles Vol.17, NO. 24, Spring and Summer 2020 V11



Cdade o Slall gy (i gel diddy a pa doli 1l

References

Birjandi, Parviz; Nosrati Nia, Mania “A Quantitative Study of Postgraduate in
English Translation Course in Iran.” Educational Management Innovations 4.4
(2009): 37-55. Print.

Divsar, Hoda; Jafarigouhar Manoochehr. “Evaluation of Undergraduate and
Graduate Tefl Curricula in Terms of Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy.” UNIVER-
SITY TEXTBOOKS, RESEARCH AND WRITING 18.32 (2014): 73-99. Print.
Dérnyei, Zoltan. Research Methods in Applied Linguistics: Quantitative, Qualita-
tive, and Mixed Methodologies. Oxford University Press Oxford, 2007. Print.
Doustizadeh, Mohammadreza. “Evaluating the Ba Curriculum Program for “Ger-
man Language and Translation™ at Islamic Azad University of Tehran.” Foreign
Language Research Journal 2.2 (2012): 23-42. Print.

Doustizadeh, Mohammadreza. “Language Competence in the Beam of Cultural
Recognition.” PAZHUHESH-E ZABANHA-YE KHAREIJI 46 (2008): 67-84.
Print.

Estarmi, Ebrahim; Ghodousi Shahneshin, Elnaz “The Role of Testing in Evaluat-
ing Learners of German.” Foreign Language Research Journal 3.1 (2013): 19-43.
Print.

Etaat, Javad; Rezayi, Masuod. “An Analysis over the Developments of Iran and
Germany Relations.” POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTERLY 8.20 (2012): 163-
92. Print.

Farhady H, Hedayati H. Language assessment policy in Iran. Annual review of
applied linguistics. 2009 Mar;29:132-41.

Farhady, Hossein, Fattaneh Sajadi Hezaveh, and Hora Hedayati. “Reflections on
Foreign Language Education in Iran.” Tesl-ej 13.4 (2010): n4.

Finney, Denise. “The Elt Curriculum: A Flexible Model for a Changing World.”

VY A4 oiaasls 5 5l « YEooloadh caasia o) 50 ~sla c;L_._.:._\l E ul_:‘) g



Assessment of the German Language Teaching Curriculum at t. . .

Methodology in language teaching: An anthology of current practice (2002): 69-
79. Print.

Freihoff, Roland. “Curriculare Modelle.” Snell-Hornby, Mary; Honig, Hans G.;
Kussmaul, Paul (1999): 26-31. Print.

Haghani, Nader. “ Specifications of a Modern Plan for Translation of German
Language.” PAZHUHESH-E ZABANHA-YE KHAREIJI 9.17 (2004): 63-76.
Print.

Haghani, Nader. “Teaching Translation: Language Teaching or Translation.”
PAZHUHESH-E ZABANHA-YE KHAREII 16 (2004): 63-76. Print.

Haghani, Nader; Maleki, Mostafa. “L2 Motivational Self-System and Learn-
ing of German in Iran.” FOREIGN LANGUAGE RESEARCH JOURNAL 8.2
(2018): 627-43. Print.

Haghani,Nader; Ghodusi Shahneshin, Elnaz.” Foreign language policy and plan-
ning specifications of Iran based on Hornberger’s integrative framework”. Criti-
cal language and Literary Study,2019; 16,22, 37-58.

Hameyer, Uwe. Handbuch Der Curriculumforschung: Ubersichten Zur
Forschung. Beltz, 1983. Print.

Krumm, Hans-Jiirgen. Ein Curriculum Fiir Integrationssprachkurse Sollte Mehr
Leisten Als Die Legitimierung Von Priifungen. na, 2007. Print.

Maleki, Mostafa. ,,Lernkultur Im Deutschunterricht Im Iranischen Schulkontext:
Form Und Inhalt Als Herausforderung. Regionale Lehrwerke Fiir Regionale
Lernkultur.” Alexis Feldmeier und Annett Eichstaedt (Hg.) Lernkulturen—Schrift-
sprache in DaZ—-Grammatik—Sprachliche Anforderungen in den Fachern (2016):
65. Print.

Moradi, Maryam; Rahmani,Marzie. “ Investigating the relationship between lan-
guage and culture by using cognitive, hypotheses,”, Critical language and Liter-
ary Study,2019;2018, 12,16, 237-258.

Orzolavize, Fayaze. “The Importance of Using Literary Texts in Foreign Lan-

Critical Language & Literary Studles Vol.17, NO. 24, Spring and Summer 2020 VA



Cdade o Slall gy (i gel diddy a pa doli 1l

guage Teaching for Young and Adult Students.” Journal of Humanities.56 (2007):
152-. Print.

Plews, John L. The Core, the Outside, and the Borders: A Critical Curriculum
History of Postsecondary German in Canada. na, 2007. Print.

Rezvani, Reza; Farahzad, Farzaneh; Mina. Vakilinejad. . “ Looking at the Over-
looked: Students’ Needs and Perceptions in Ma Translation Quality Assessment
Curriculum.” TRANSLATION StUDIES 10.38 (2012): 83-98. Print.

Rouhi, Fatemeh;Dargahi tarki, Hoda “Assessment of German Learners’ Motives
in Iran and Its Educational Outcomes.” FOREIGN LANGUAGE RESEARCH
JOURNAL 7.1 (2017): 129-51. Print.

Salari, zahra; Khazaee Farid, Ali “The Necessity of Updating the English Transla-
tion Ba Syllabus Based on Translation Market in Iran.” Language and Translation
Studies 48.19-51 (2015). Print.

Samir, Aynaz; Motallebzadeh, Khalil, Ashraf, Hamid;Ghonsooly, Behzad. “In-
vestigating Master’s Curriculum of Translation Studies at Leading Asian Univer-
sities.” Foreign Language Research Journal 9.1 (2019): 217-54. Print.

Stotsky, Sandra. “Research on Reading/Writing Relationships: A Synthesis and
Suggested Directions.” Language arts 60.5 (1983): 627-42. Print.

Tajbakhsh, Nassim; Letafati, R.; Djalili Marand, Nahid “A Glimpse of the Prob-
lems Amongst the Students of Translation in French at the Universities of Iran.”

Language Related Research 8.2 (2017): 171-95. Print.

\a WA Bl 5 oles ¢ YEo,lait pasin 5,59 A Ju C,L_,_.,_ﬂ X) u[_,‘) L 8%



Assessment of the German Language Teaching Curriculum at t. . .

SLTb) (B el ) o ss sl slslon sy )55 850 1\ Jgun

1 A iy GO0 (el b5 il s L
VolalT yealas ol oY
wan B g ouilsa (O SUS () sie a3
A ) e 5 Slewl 5 (Ml asle o 5ie dan )3
Yo
(ALl Giosel Jalise 5o 3adas i
A Ose Gloa «slae Gus s (55 i) cuos b ol
8329
V. b GLk (3alas G, olsan b
Y Laaals JS poa

ertjcal Language & Literary Studies Vol.17, NO. 24, Spring and Summer 2020



