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The Simultaneity of Metamorphosis and Modernity;
Jungian reading of “The Roots of Heaven” by Romain Gary

Jafar Jahangir Mirzahessabi', Zahra Noroozi?

Abstract

Introduction: This arficle 1s the result of a study of Romain Gary’s novel, The
Roofts of the Sky (1956), which aims to provide a psychological critique of the
simultaneity of metamorphosis and modernity from the perspective of Carl Gustav
Jung. The metamorphosis of modern man takes place behind the forgetting of Wi
true 1dentity. One of the effective ways out of the crisis of personality disintegra-
fion in modern societies 18 knowing the Self through a Jungian reading of the
works of great writers such as Romain Gary, analysis, and Stady of depth. and feel-
ngs of their hieroes and recognition of the factors that led to this ubiquitous phe-
nomenon. The most fundamental questiion which this Study seeks to answer canbe
posed as follows: Flow can man now overcome the conditions of the present age
n this simultaneity of metamorphosis and modernity which is often imposed by
society, and how can hie regain his lost identity? In this article, we can answer this

question with Jung’s psychology regarding recognizing Gary’s identity.

1.Assistant Professor. Faculty of Foreign Languages, IAU.Central Tehran Branch.Iran
(Corresponding Author.)
2.Ph.D. student of French Language. Faculty of Foreign Languages, IAU.Central Tehran
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Background Studies: The Roofts of the Sky (1936) 1s one of the most important
and influential works of Romain Gary, which has been Studied, analyzed and de-
scribed by many crifics, writers and experts. Therefore, we have tried to make the
most of these available arficles and books with a subtle look at Carl Gustav hung’s
take on this study. Among the following books: The roots of the sky by Romain
Gary by Firyel Abdeljaouad who m this work psychologically analyzed the char-
acters of The roots of the sky (1956) that we used The Man in the discovery of has
soul and Present and Futore of Carl Gustav Jung and many others. It should be
noted that in this article, using the psychology of identity and the Jungian reading
of The roots of the sky (1996), on the metamorphosis and the modernity of this
work, a great 1ot of evidence has been gathered.

Method and Discussion: Metamorphosis 1s an important \iterary subject that
myths, Stories, and many other literary genres have dealt with collectively. Romain
Gary brings this subject back 1o life. Metamorphosis 1s one of the compensatory
psychological phenomena mn moderm man, whereby unconsciousness 1eads to the
dismtegration of the mndividual with the problems that modernity brings to urban
\ife, and the loss of his dentity 1s the compensation unconsciousness for a con-
sciousness that needs help m a crisis. Heaven’s Roots (1956) 1s the protection of
homan beings, their damaged identities, and souls, through centuries of constant
torture by oppressors. When Romain Gary, as Morel, says he has 1o defend el-
ephants, and that he's ready to become an elephant, 18 trying 1o defend himself.
Tle sees himself as a snake n Gros-Calin (1974), and in The Man with the Dove
(195%), he sees himself as a bird, and he defends himself because hie knows that
10,000 people like him are killed every year and by writing his masterpieces he
fries 1o prevent this crime.

Conclusion: Romain Gary’s heroes experience 2 kind of deep suffering, but ac-
cording 1o Jung's teachings, we achieve wisdom through suffering. By opening wp

the dark spaces of Gary’s soul through the discovery of the souls of the protago-
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msks of this work, we examined his unconsciouns actions, in this way we were able
10 reveal the signs of the complexes n him, which, according o Jung, the man is
always influenced by events flowing within him. After analyzing the heroes of The
Roots of the Sky (1936) and their unconsciousness, we found that the Self or con-
sciousness affects everyone with the mndividual unconsciousness, and after remov-
ing fhe mask of the marginal characters in the novel, their aspects psychological
have become apparent. As a result, the liberation of individuals and marginalized
LIoOuPs 1N society 1s only possible through a Jungian reading of works such as The
Roots of the Sky (1956), and n particular the analysis of the ntensity of feelings
of the protagomsts.

Keywords: Metamorphosis, Intensity of feelings, Modermity, Jungian teading, S

Romain Gary, The Roots of the Sky
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