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Streaks of Pragmatic Moral Imagination in Post-post-
modern Fiction: A Study of Deweyan Philosophy in Dave
Eggers’ Heroes of the Frontiers
Narges Montakhabi Bakh', Fatemeh Esmaeili?

Abstract

Introduction: Although several theorists, critics, and philosophers have acknowledged
fhe recent etfhical furm in the novel and \iterary criticism since the RS two decades, the
quiddity of ushrated morality remaims vague and needs further research. Thus, the
present arficle endeavors 1o evaluaie the new moral maix n Heroes of the Frontier
(2016) by Dave Eggers, mdicating the end of the posimodern era. lndeed, this novel
demonstrates a world in which people face plights of postmodernism cansed by egoism
and consumerism. However, in the rest of the novel, a wondrous efhical turm occurs
which has never been defected before and needs to be examined n detail. Since thisis a
situational, experimental, and posterior morality, the researchers aim 1o Study the afore-
mentioned novel under the hight of John Dewey’s pragmatic ethics based on “moral
oy, “experience”, “imagination”, “situation”, and “meliorism’”. This research also
demonstrates that moral imagination could solve the individual and social problems n
postimodern society, which can lead to moral evolution, growth, self-correction, recon-
Straction, and advent of hope.

Introduction

Severakl contemporary philosophers and theorists such as Alasdair Mclntyre, Terry
Tagleton, and Andrew Gibson highlight the moral turn in contemporary literatore. Ac-
cordingly, some contemporary American works of literature show discontinuities with
postimodernism since they embody a version of new literature, which 1s gowmg 1o blos-
som soon. Among the works of authors such as Dave Bggers, Jonathan Franzen, Ay

M. Homes, and Barbara Kingsolver, a type of ethical turn could be traced. Therefore,
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Dave Eggers’s Heroes of the Frontiers (2016) 1s selected for the present shudy. This
novel Hustrates the epitome of the postmodern world where people encounter count-
\ess phights as a result of disappointing culture, alienation, egoism, and consumerism.
Background of Study

A the\adi two decades, a couple of philosophical publications have Started to deal with
the possibility of pragmafist episiemology based on situational morality and moral -
agination. As Ryan White admits in The Hidden God: Pragmatism and Posthumanism
mn American Thought (Q019), pragmatism sets forth presuming subjective, Wstorical,
situational and contextual boundaries of thoughts, regarding experience and practice,
which reveal its posthumanmst form of philosophy. Larry Hickman, also, n a book
from the American philosophy series, Pragmaiism as Post-Postimodernsm: Lessons
from John Dewey (2007), compares pragmatism and postmodernism and admis prag-
matism as a new way of life as it provides some solutions to the plights of postmoderm-
ism. Pragmafism, Postimodernism and the Future of Philosoplhy (2002) written by John
3. Stulhr fries to usirate a new model of pragmatism and the discussions on truth, epis-
temological problems, facts, values, and the models of self and social interpretations.

Approach and Methodology

John Dewey (1839-1952), a philosopher, psychologist, educator, social eritic, and po-
itical activisy, was a founder of the philosophical movement known as pragmatism
n the United States. Since pragmaiism is chiefly based on his theories, even Richard
Rorty’s neopragmatism is also developed according 10 his principles. ndeed, he is a
nominalist who dismisses absolute and universal good, except for a given situation or
purpose. According 1o him, moral deliberation 1s fundamentally imaginative, experi-
mental, and part of a social and historical context. Another significant issue in his mor-
al Inquiry s moral imaginaiion. The second phase of the moral nguiry, envisioning the
possibilifies, nvolves a process of rehearsal, or “imagimative dramatic performance”.
TFinally, it should be noted that goodness 1s not a prion ethics or a predetermined goal,

rather 1s the result of solutions 1o problems, Improving our siuation. His ethics copes
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with the very notion of “growth’, moving forward, consistent process of maturing,
refining, and active process of transforming the existent sitnation.

Conclusion

This article has presented how Dave Eggers’ Heroes, contributes 1o pragmatiic ethics
parficularly Deweyan moral concepts, as a work of ficion llustrating contenmporary
America which 1s passing the posimodern era. Overall, such nofions as imagination,
experience, social life, environment, and growth mghlighted in this nove), correspond
n recognizable ways 1o the basic definition of moral imagination. Josie and her chil-
dren achieve consistency, integrity, love, and self-redescription, though they do not ac-
quire them effortiessly. Josie, as a synthesizer of values, overcomes the loss and travma
of being betrayed and parenting during the novel and breaks through nto an epiphanic
moral imagination amid frigld mountains. Pragmatism attributes a central role to ex-
perience, action, and results. Although pragmatism and postimodernism both dismiss
the duality of mind and the body or the split between reality and truth, the significant
difference between them, as Larry Hickman notes, 1s the exireme relativism n post-
modermsm 1o the extent that 1 1s unable 10 propose any aliernatives which bring s
decline as well (254). Nevertheless, the pragmatists’ noteworthy option 1o reconstruct
1s “self-correction” which postimodernism fatled to embrace. Pragmatism with such
offspring as hope and self-correction is a way of life n the contemporary era.

Key Terms: Efhical Turn, Dave Eggers, Pragmatism, Moral Imagination, Experience,

Eavironment, Meliorism
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