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Facilitating the Process of Integration to Host Cul-
ture for Female Immigrants through Hybridized
Identities in Mohsin Hamid’s Exiz West.

Hoda Shabrang!, Bahare Tajik 2

Abstract

Introduction

Nowadays, speaking 2bout immigration and 1ts CONSEQUENCES 1§ A Controversial
topic for many academic groups. The rise of postcolonialism and immigration
has led 1o indescribable changes in world public affairs. In the field of immi-
gration studies, the individual experiences of women in the diaspora are not
significantly considered as the dominant experiences of immigrant men who are
stull claimed to represent all immigrants. Thus, 1t can become challenging to
examine femnale migration experiences and consequences which are ignored and
overlooked. For this reason, the eminent novel of Mohsin Hamid, Exit West,
1s chosen. This article carefully examines the consequences of assimilation of

female characters 1n the hybridized Space.

Background of the Study

Although assimilation to the host cultures 1n hiybridized spaces sitnates migrant
women in impossible situations or inbetween, the transiormation of the mi-
grant women's 1dentities can also become a 1ool 1o deconstruct stereotypes of
third-world women and patriarchal hegemonic discourse. In Exit West the main

character, Nadia, is presented as 2 migrant woman with hybridized identity. The

1. Assistant Professor of English Language and Literature, Department of English
Language, Faculty of Humanities. Khatam University, Tehran, Iran.
2. MA Student of English Language and Literature, Department of English
Language, Faculty of Humanities, Khatam University, Tehran, Iran.
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migrant woman 1s not obliged to choose between two dentities, particularly
berween the cultural identity of the country where she comes from and where
she finds herself. In other words, both identities can co-exist in the same per-
son, dialoguing and promoting cultural understanding, In this way, immigrant
woman 1n hiybridized space is empowered 1o move freely between cultures and
establish 2 sense of home and belonging even in hier new places. These 1deas of
1dentity transformation and 1dentity creation are very evident in Wadia at Exit
West, portrayed as a key example of an immigrant woman whose identity is
influenced by the places and cultures she encounters around the world. She feels
\ike “vermin” at first in the host culture yet she turns into a beautitul butterfly

at the end of the story.

Methodology

The present article explores the ignored parts of female experiences as subal-
terns in migration and it focuses on the process of their assimilation in the host
countries by Gayatri Spivak’s theories. She intends to Mustrate that the level
where the subaltern could be hieard or read cannot be reached because what is
s21d 1s either ignored, forgotten, or simply disappears from the official, male-cen-
tered history. As the migrant woman’s 1dentity transforms from “somebody” 1o
“nobody”, she furthermore hopelessly agonizes as she also turns from a former
member of society 1o someone who s just “the Other”. This predicament of
otherness 1s 2 universal reality among migrant women as they do not only expe-
rience 1t from people whose nationalities are different from them but also from

men with whom they share similar race or background.

Conclusion

The 1dea that female migrants consider their identities as multiple or fluid 1s a
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key theme in literary representations of the female migrant experiences in the
nove), Exit West. The key point to consider is that such representations of the
experience of the migrant woman underline how this shift in 1dentity does not
only come n the form of a physical alteration of her body and geographical
crossing of borders but, more 5o, in her symbolical and psychological being,. De-
spite the number of challenging experiences for migrant women n Exit West, it
does overall emphasize the positive impact of such migration experiences. Migra-
Ton 1s also depicted as an opportunity that opens doors for the migrant woman
10 be exposed 1o a multicultural life and to improve her quality of \ife.

Keywords: Gayatri Spivak , Hybridized 1dentity, Hybridized Space,

Mohsin Flamid , Tmmigyation , Subaltern
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