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A Comparative Review of Warand Anti-War Literature
with reference to Stahlgewittern by Ernst Junger and the
anti-war Novel im Westen Nichts Neues by Erich Maria

Remarque

Mohamad Hosein Haddadi!, Iman Mansoub basiri?

Abstract

Introduction: Although afier World War I the concepts of “war literature” and
“anti-war literature” have a special place in German literature and, still in some
sources, any literary work with the subject of war, is considered as war literature,

whether the author’s view of the phenomenon of war is positive or negative. Although

the concept of “war literature” for all war-related works does not impair the nature of
these works: the different attitudes of war literature towards the phenomenon of war
and the different goals pursued in these works reflect the fact that the concept of “war
literature” should not be applied for all war-related works. The following article aims

to extract the characteristics of these concepts by examination and confrontation of
two works In Stablgewittern by Ernst Jiinger as a symbol of war literature and Im

Westen nichts Neues by Erich Maria Remarque as an anti-war literature symbol. The

article tries to extract the characteristics of these concepts from these works and shows

that different literary works in the field of war should only be evaluated in close con-

nection with the attitude of its authors.

Methodology

1.Associate Professor. The Faculty of Letters and Foreign Languages, University of
Tehran- Iran.

2. Assistant Professor of the Faculty of Letters and Foreign Languages. U. of
Tehran-Iran.
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The method used to achieve the goals of this research is the descriptive method. With
this method, the authors do not seck to examine the concepts of “war literature” and
“anti-war literature” on the basis of specific theoretical foundations, but the goal is to
understand Ernst Junger’s attitude and thinking. The method aimed to study how
Erich Maria Remarque has understood the phenomenon of war from two works based
upon the comparative analysis of these works. We will analyze the results as the basis
for the necessity of separating “war literature” and “ “Anti-war literature” in relation

to literary works related to war.

Conclusion: The following essay aims to compare the war diary in Storm of Steel
by Ernst Junger and the anti-war novel by Erich Maria Remarque, not only to infer
the characteristics of “war literature” and “anti-war literature” from these works, but
also for the sake of showing the concept of “war literature” for every literary work.
For this purpose the works related to the field of war should be evaluated and classified
based on the thinking and attitude of their authors. If this aspect prevails, the works in
which the phenomenon of war plays a positive role in the political, social, intellectual
and spiritual development of the author should be referred to as war literature (or at
least war literature in a special sense) and the works that describe the pains and suffer-
ings of the people involved in the war, will be called anti-war literature. Even though
the choice of the concept of “war literature” for all works related ro war does not harm
the nature of these works, however, the establishment of such concepts as anti-war
literature in German literature and sacred defense literature in Persian literature

requires a more serious attitude towards the evaluation of these works.

Keywords: War, War writer, Literary genre, War literature, Anti-war literature,

World War [
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