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1. Donald Woods Winnicott
2. Transitional space

3. Edward Soja

4. Spatial
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1. Homi K. Bhabha
2. Negotiation

3. In-between
4. Liminal
5. Hybrid
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1. Lebenswelt
2. negotiation
3. Third space of enunciation
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1. Stereotyping

2. Fetishized

3. Homogenizing

4. Impossible Histories
5. “ideological fogs”
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1. Abdullah Hussain
2. Zulfikar Ghose
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8. Homi K. Bhabha
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1. Globalization
2. “Othering”
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1. Third space
2. double consciousness
3. hybridity
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1. Filiation

2. Affiliation

3. The Pleasure of the Text

4. A Theory of Literary Production
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From Lahore to New York: In Search of the Third Space
in The Reluctant Fundamentalist

Masoud Farahmandfar '¢Ghiasuddin Alizadeh?

Abstract

Introduction: September 11 attacks provided the American neo-Imperi-
alism with the opportunity to disseminate the discourse of Islamophobia
under the aegis of war against terrorism. The event influenced the world
of literature, and many writers were prompted to find a response to the
“Othering” of Muslims and Middle-Easterners in wesiern narratives.
One of these authors is the Pakistani Mohsen Hamid who, in The Reluc-
tant Fundamentalist, brings us face to face with the economic aspects of
cultural and international injustice, and brings to light the deficiencies
of the globalization discourse. This article studies the constitution of
Changez s subjectivity as an alien and “other” in the wake of the Sep-
tember 11 attacks. The Reluctant Fundamentalist is a novel that impels
the reader to think deeply about the lies hidden behind the universal
and totalitarian categories such as “west/east” and “we/they.” Mohsen
Hamid shows that the cultural map of the world needs a new design
because national cultures are founded on the limitation of the alien, al-
though they have their roots in people’s actions and behaviors and do
not possess an ontological and intrinsic value. This article explores the
interconnectedness of identity and third space by studying Changez’s
character.

Background Studies: Mohsen Hamid's works are being translated into
Persian one after another, and this shows the popularity of his fiction

among Iranian readers. There are two Persian translations of the Re-
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luctant Fundamentalist, and of Exit West, three different translations
are at the disposal of the Iranian readership. However, Mohsen Hamid s
novels have not been the subject of critical reading in Persian, neither
has been Homi Bhabha's concept of the “Third Space” the center of
a comprehensive and independent Persian study. Of course, Hassan

Afrakhteh has authored the article “Third Space and the Transnation

Phenomenon in Postcolonial Cities-Regions,” which is not related to

posicolonial literature and Homi Bhabha's views. Instead, it focuses on

the introduction and application of Edward Soja's views on third space.

Soja believes that space is divided into three divisions. first space (phys-

ical), second space (mental) and third space (social). Perhaps the only
aspect common to Soja’s and Bhabha's conception of the third space is

their demarcation of its ontological structure. The third space is an open

space, which constantly moves towards new horizons.

Material and Method: In an interview with Jonathan Rutherford, Homi

Bhabha establishes a link between the concept of hybridity and what he

calls the ‘Third Space’: “For me, the importance of hybridity is not to be

able to trace two original moments from which the third emerges, rather
hybridity to me is the ‘Third Space’, which enables other positions to

emerge” (Rutherford 1990: 211). Of course, the third space is a mode of
articulation, a way of describing a productive, and not merely reflective,

space that engenders new possibility. It is an “interruptive, interroga-

tive, and enunciative”’ (Bhabha 1994: 36) space of new forms of cultur-

al meaning and production blurring the limitations of existing boundar-

ies and calling into question established categorizations of culture and
identity. According to Bhabha, this hybrid third space is an ambivalent
site where cultural meaning and representation have no “primordial
unity or fixity” (Bhabha 1994). The concept of the third space is submit-
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ted as useful for analyzing the enunciation, transgression, and subver-
sion of dualistic categories going beyond the realm of colonial binary
thinking and oppositional positioning. Despite the exposure of the third
space to contradictions and ambiguities, it provides a spatial politics of
inclusion rather than exclusion that “initiates new signs of identity, and
innovative sites of collaboration and contestation” (Bhabha 1994: 1).
This article is an attempt to read Mohsen Hamids The Reluctant Fun-
damentalist in the light of Bhabha's theory of the ‘Third Space’.
Conclusion: Modern politics and society are organized in the form of
national and nationalistic governments. This interconnection becomes
more apparent and radical during the moment of crisis and emergency.
The September 11 attacks brought to light the paradoxical nature of
“globalization without cosmopolitanism.” Indeed, globalization does
not necessarily lead to cosmopolitanism; rather; it can give rise to a new
dialectics between globalization and anti-globalization (inside/outside,
we/they) and turn into a leveraging chip itself. Mohsen Hamid portrays
the reflection of this dialectics in the anti-immigration policies of the
American government, where ‘“the other” is considered as the source
and origin of “threat.” Hamid shows elegantly that the cultural map of
the world needs a re-designation, that is, in need of new cultural policies
regarding identity and difference.

Keywords: Third Space, September 11; the Other, the Reluctant Funda-
mentalist; Mohsen Hamid
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