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1. Paul-Michel Foucault (1926-1984)

2. Power and Knowledge

3. Dialectical Circulation

4. Dominance

5. Resistance

6. Hayden White

7. Methistory: The Historical Imagination in Nineteenth Century Europe

Critical [anguage & Literary Studies Vol.21, NO. 33, autumn and Winter 2024 -



o bl g gyl Jalie Sl ol Syl g g 6K, S

2 dalse (KI5 s s coanl 3 ladslae s )T (2S1s 5 Laolas,
Db s ey = s 5 Cale bl g (5550 Lo 1a) ailages Laskas 55 (sl 59 aa
DS S ST 5 b o b s slabin 5 508 iy o oS (5 pualic 4 s
S g S g0 5 (Al Balia olaidl oty (o5 AL Slnol ol (seude ©
ks peilatie S g 6 5 oludl
L S ol oS0l = Slo sl sslas eld (Y-1V-1409) “igl ol
g Sl ool s i (el L (s SIS H0 usA 4 B anie (auadl
ol e w1y oa lags G B el GalS (il 4 ole gus g )
Lol hlie 5l Jlad crninnd S ol aS STl aas olis sbuw (Sia 3850

n

OF 31035 158 L 5 a5 58 15 gl slayye LILE ) Hlatl capls ™ slies 2"
9 5 e 9 o) a8l diiua 53 0Ll (¥ YY=VAYE) T LIS &yl 5 o8 sl o0 ool
oot H ol 5ol (g e At oA 5 G s e fia O gie b o sA s 5 OIS
S a8 laa Sl sladil LB aS il 55l Gl s (Y0 A) Tl (Qapaa Gt
oSl elaial laine 3 €ali 5 o i gl Hol3an sl Grula SIS 3
(AA) "azls o gl lail (s gine 803, 5 53l Cpl g0 5 13l i o Sy o o
wils (gl 530 uls 58 B il o agatio |y usa el Hia iaia" gliael plas anls il
oS aas o LS sl aal g5 as sl 0 s ool ot susidi L] (glaws 8508 «S
elaial Pluss 5 s 53 Jaled w008 Caleal b o gyasion Glus 55 S8
a3l o dnstla 4 1 s gyolaes cll) g suis o508 Calio (Sia i -
23b o (VAVL) Valua slaw (55 (4o gane Slows 3K 5a sl a5 o (Sle)"
3853 s 535l GBLSEesa s Slaalio wla G Sy cul (o SIS alls 5o a8
S nlin (SLadiES & feaaly 5o SToua LISEH polasin |50l sbins " sl s2 SIS 5

1. Mari Evans (1919-2017)

2. Black Poetry

3. Robert L Douglas (1934-2023)

4. Resistance, Insurgence and Identity: The art of Mari Evans, Nelson Stevens and the
Black Arts Movement (2008)

5. Black Arts Movement

6. "When in Rome"

7.1 Am a Black Woman (1970)

8. Omniscient Reader
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1. Fanon’s Compartmental World
2. Hegemonic

3.Productive

4. Non-possessive

5. New -Historigraphical
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1.Kevin Young

2. Lift Every Voice: Why African American Poetry Matters? (2020)

3.Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge Consciousness and the Politics of Empowerment
(2000)

4.Patricia Hill Collins

5.Vernacular Speech

6. Sandeep Sharma Kumar

7. "Michel Foucault’s Concept of Power/ Knowledge Discourse: A Critical Analysis"
(2018)
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1."Current Criticism on African Poetry" (2015)

2. LauriScheyer

3. Krisnasilvania and SoelistyoLiliek

4. "Black Power in Maya Angelou’s "Still I Rise", "Phenomenal Woman", and
"Weekend Glory"" (2013)

5. Black Power

6."Neither Inside Nor outside: Mari Evan’s the Black Aesthetics and the Canon" (2011)
7. Kristin L. Matthews

8. Black Values

9.Shahram Vali and Kian Soheil
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1.Black Art
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2.Omniscient

3. Mattie
4.Vernacular speech
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1. Individual existence
2.endive
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Convergence of Historiography and New Histori-
cism, Reciprocity of History and Literature: Dialec-

tical Circulation of Foucauldian Power/ Knowledge

Surveyed in Mari Evans’ "When in Rome"

Shahzad Mohamad Hosein!, Hoda Shabrang?
Abstract

Introduction: Although poetry has promising merits galore, few would suggest it
as a means for exemplifying critical theories. Due to the interdisciplinary nature of
human sciences, there exists a reciprocal connection berween findings in literature
which will aid critiques to illustrate the integrity of their theories. Black poetry stands
out as a favorable example of how the dialectics of power domination circulate within
a society, not perpetually residing with supremacy. The following paper elaborates
on Foucault’s well-known power/knowledge critical theory by focusing on co-textual
influences and presents a discussion exemplified in Mari Evans’ anthologized poem,
"When in Rome".

Background of the Study: Regardless of Mari Evans’ authenticity, inadequate at-
tention has been paid to her work in the form of critical analysis. Considering all its
merits, ber poetry deserves to be noticed all the more since as a committed poet, Evans
is true to the principles of Black Art which demands of its followers to support issues
concerning the Black minority. In this regard, Evans’ poetry outstands the works of
her peers. Controversial instances, which have often been challenged in the crucible
of critical thought, may need to be exemplified for the sake of elucidation. Hayden

White’s insistence that events be narrated according to the survey of causes and effects
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and Foucault’s theory of power/knowledge circulation serve as the critical backbone
of the present study. This paper aims to illustrate how Mari Evans’ selected poem,
as a complement to Foucault’s theory and White’s approach to the study of history,
tends to display that the circulation of power within a given society is not transferred
hierarchically but rather promulgates dialectically, as defined by historiography, from
one agent to another based on an imbalance in knowledge possession. Historically,
it has always been assumed that the white supremacy has domination over the black
minority, given that it has full grasp of knowledge, and this is exactly the presumption
that is challenged in Foucault’s theory. "When in Rome" provides adequate ground in
support of the theory and exhibits how common thought about domination of power
and the elements which contribute to the existing functional contradictions within
social relationships can be challenged. Furthermore, the poem provides sound context
to question the historically presumption of alleged superiority for the White.

Methodology: Foucault emphasizes on several points when he presented bis power/
knowledge theory. First, be stipulates that power and knowledge are integral parts
of man’s existence and accentuates their interrelationship. Second, be defines certain
characteristics for power, namely that it is not transmitted in a structure of levelized
arrangement but circulates uninbibitedly among agents and last, that power cannot
exist without resistance. White emphasizes the requirement of seeking causes and ef-
Jects bebind the occurrence of events, particularly to explain existing conflicts. The
poem and the theories complement each other by presenting a clear and comprebensi-

ble illustration of critical-literary notions.

Conclusion: The application of Foucault’s theory to Evans’ poem, "When in Rome",
and investigating the causes and effects which initiate the circulation, demonstrate

the qualities attributed to power, knowledge and their interrelated connection. As
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observed in the poem, a member of the working class is caught in the dialectical circu-
lation of power by her employer who represents supremacy. Through knowledge and
by exerting resistance, the dominated individual orients power in her direction and
avoids imposition. The poem is a revealing piece of literary work exemplifying the

highlights of historical-literary reciprocity to perfection.

Keywords: Hayden White, Knowledge/ Power, Mari Evans, Michel Foucault,

Resistance.
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