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The Objects of Return: Architectonics of Postmemory in Anne
Enright’s The Gathering

Hadi Shahigharehhaghajir® ,Shahriyar Mansouri*

Abstract

This part 1s 1o investiigate Anne Baright's novel The Gathering n the \ight of post-
memory. | argue that The Gafhering 1s a post-mnemonic text in which not only
postmemory 1s used by the narrator 1o preserve the past but also 1o reveal the post-
munemonic truth or vntruth and this apocalypiic revelation is also a way of coming
10 terms or reconciling with one’s past and finally the acceptance of death as an
ommipresent fact. To analyze the text, Marianne Hirsch's concept of postmemory
1s used o shed Light on the mechamsm and Strategies that postmemory applies
n the many different generations in a family and the beyond, that 1s, to develop
familial and affiliative connections among generations. Thus postmemory w the
familial level 1s the Hagarty family and its three generations, and in the affiliative
\evel postmemory can include the Irigh society i general in the Celtic Tiger era
and the subsequent post-Celfic era which reveals the truths and untroths about the

optimism of the Celfic Tiger economic boom and its wnderlying corraption and sex
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scandal of the Catholic Church and the very gendered society of which the main
character n order 1o cope with it has recourse 1o not only drinking alcohol but
also 1o the post-mnemonic narrative 1o reconcile with the past, the present and the
forthcoming future for the next generations.

Introduction: The Gathering is the fourth novel of the Irish novelist Anne En-
right first published in 2007. AL Kennedy of The Guardian writes that the plot of
The Gafhering 1s “around a protagomist who undergoes a shock, 1s knocked back
physically and psychologically nto past fimes and past places. Then comes the
conclusion, where present and future are reformed in the light of histories that are
suddenly newly perceived” (Kennedy). What these studies about Earight's The
Gathering show 1s the significance of the narrative and memory in preserving the
1dentity and coping with the current States of affairs for the main character narrator.
Background of Study: ln a psychoanalytic investigation of The Gathering, Sarah
C. Gardam sees that “Veronica’s narrative reconsiruction of events constitutes an
atfempt 1o neutralize the tranmatic memories, incorporating them as just another
part of hier past, and thereby “modifyling her) fear Structure, 1o borrow the \an-
guage of trauma theory” (Gardam 1). What 1s also very significant in The Gather-
ng is the application of imagination by the main character as Marie Mianowski
maintains that “in The Gathering Anne Enright weaves her imagination n the
folds of the past and n furn, i unfolding oSt time, the narrafive opens out onto
the present reality and the possibility of future dreams” (Mianowski 1). 1n fact, the
use of iImaginaiion in the narrator’s memory makes fhe narrator reconcile with her
past and her present state. Furthermore, Jean-Michel Ganteau crifically examines
“fhe depth of collective trauma” and “the general process of unearthing the idden,
and of voicing what was silenced for many years” (Ganteau 182) in The Gathering
and contends that the novel brings 1o our attention “the paradoxes of remembrance
or, more precisely, the paradoxes of the acts of remembrance that are central n the

exploration of travma” (Ganteau 1%3).
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Methodology: n hier Hbook, The Generation of Postmemory: Writing and Visual
Cuolture After the Holocaust (2012) literary and memory scholar Marianne Hirsch
discusses a kKind of memory that 1s experienced in different ways than the mndivid-
val and experiential memories. She terms this memory as “postmemory.” Accord-
ng to Hirsch, postmemory 1s experienced, relived, and remembered through “the
Stories, images, and behaviors” of the witness generation by the generation-after.
The generation-after appropriates the witness generation’s memories and (re)pre-
sents them as their own. What 1s also important in the conception of postmemory
1S 1t connection 1o the past and its way of retrieval as Hirsch avers that “Postmem-
ory’s connection to the past 1s thus actually mediated not by recall but by imagina-
five mvestment, projection, and creation” (Hirsch 9). Therefore, the effects of the
events have confinued to the present time and have haonted the generation-after
10 the extent that the generation-after has no way but 1o preserve and retain those
memories through narratives, photographs, objects, ete.

Conclusion: The Gafhering 1s a post-mnemonic narrative by a tranma survivor
narrator who by writing the narrative of three generations of her family — particu-
Yarly her grandmother Ada and her brother Liam — forms a special technic that
consututes her epiphylogenetic memory as posimemory. Her way of represent-
ng memory 1s through 1. writing (2 novel) as an epiphylogenetic memorys 2.
nscripiion of memory on her body as corporeal politics of memory: 3. hier mental
nscripiion which forms her experiential memory:; 4. her creative ntermingling of
imagination and fact in remembrances.

Keywords: Earight, postmemory, The Gathering, revelation, affiliation, trath
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