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A Survey of ELT Teachers and Learners’ Perception of
Learner’s Autonomy in Iran and Turkey
Sasan Baleghizadeh!

Maryam Moghimi?
Abstract:
Introduction: By acquiring a new language, people can not only come to respect
differences, but also realize that they live in a small world. Although there are many
positive aspects regarding acquiring a new language, not every person who attempts
to learn a new language succeeds in obtaining the ability to effectively communicate
for several reasons such as losing motivation and confidence towards learning, lack-
ing an effective learning environments, and so forth. There is no doubt that teachers
play a significant role in producing successful language communicators. Teachers
are able to maintain and control students’ motivation towards studying both inside
and outside the classroom, which certainly produces students’ confidence in their
communication skills. In addition to the significant role of the teacher in the language
learning process, students must also make an extensive effort to acquire a target
language on their own. After careful consideration of the role of the instructor and
learner in language development, we can come to the conclusion that effective lan-
guage learning requires fruitful teaching and learner autonomy.
Background of the study: I# is often said that the concept of learner autonomy
is Western, and does not fit in the Asian context. For example, Healey (1999, p. 391)
mentions that “learner self-direction and autonomous learning are Western concepts
that fit smoothly in the US culture in particular.” However, Littlewood (1999) claims
that, with proper learner training, East Asian students have the same capacity for
autonomy as their counterparts in Western countries, and language teachers should
create environments that encourage learner autonomy. Chan’s (2001) study which
investigated students’ readiness, willingness, and capacity to learn autonomously at
Hong Kong University also shows how educational and behavioral norms prevent
learners from developing their autonomy.

1. Associate Professor of English Teaching, Shahid Beheshti University, (Corresponding Author),

Tehran, Iran.
2. MA. Student of Teaching English, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
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Methodology: The participants of this study were 490 upper-intermediate EFL stu-
dents and teachers from two institutes in Tehran, Iran, and Istanbul, Turkey. There
werel94 participants from Shokouh Language Institute, including 101 teachers and
179 students and 149 participants from Berlitz School in Turkey, including 75 teach-
ers, and 135 students. In this study two instruments were used, The Role of Learners
and Teachers Test and Learner Autonomy: the Teachers’views. The Role of Learners
and Teachers Test was administered in English to Turkish students with the classi-
fication of autonomy questions. The items of this questionnaire were on a five-point
Likert scale (items 1 — 25) and four-point Likert scale (items 26 — 52). This question-
naire was translated into Persian and checked by two experts. Another instrument,
Learner Autonomy: the Teachers’ Views Test was administered in English to Turkish
and Iranian teachers with the classification of learners’ autonomy questions. As men-
tioned before, the items of this questionnaire were on a five-point Likert scale (items
1 — 13). To make sure that both instruments enjoy an acceptable level of reliability,
they were both pilot tested.

Discussion and conclusion: Both groups of participants (Iranian & Turkish) were
found to have an average level of autonomy based on the scores on the Role of Learn-
ers and Teachers Test. The learners’ autonomy of the participants can be due to a
variety of reasons such as the quality of the language education. The correlation
between Iranian teachers’ autonomy and Iranian learners’ autonomy was very poor.
Further, the correlation between Turkish teachers’ autonomy and Turkish learners’
autonomy was negative. It was found that teachers and the aforementioned institutes
were affected by learners’ autonomy through improving their knowledge, methods
and materials.

Keywords: Iranian teachers and language learners, Turkish teachers and lan-
guage learners, Learner s autonomy, Perception.
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