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The Dialectic of Reliance and Openness in Rene Char’s

Poetry

Narges Yazdanpanah'« Morteza Babak Moin?

Abstract

Introduction

Rene Char (1907-1888) is a poet that cannot be classified in any
large or small category, special or general, literary class. He social-
ized with Surrealists of his time for some time, but before he found
the title of Surrealist poetry as a seal for his poems, he dissociated
from his friends and then tried to pursue his unique path. The path
which he paved made him today a poet whose original and exquisite
poetry inspired critics of his time and even after himself.

Char can be considered as a poet whose imagination focuses on the
theme of “motion and movement.” He has to be considered as the
poet of concepts that all rely on the idea of “beginning”. A poet who,
in the themes of his poems such as “lethargy” and “rest’ is negated,
and in contrastthemes that inspire “movement’” and “departure” gain
positive values. His poetry can be dialectically based on openness.
The dialectic that manifests itself in motion depends on the openness,
such as the “white sheet that goes to the principle ... and the continu-
ity-discontinuity of the resonances, voices, and shadows”(Granville,
2001: 16), “dependence” refers to the origin of the places where the
subject experiences calmness and lethargy. These spaces increase
the risk of lethargy and immobility and therefore negated in Char’s
poetry. In contradiction to these places, the theme of “openness” is
the implication of the concepts of “dynamism” and “departure,” go-
ing to the “possible” is unknown. Char is fascinated by the moments
of “dissociation”, the moments which in themselves negate concepts
such as “continuity” and “repetition”. The moments that according
to Char’s interpretation are placed between the two points “present-
past, present-future” (Lancaster, 1994: 78). Obviously, based on the
above concepts, we consider Char’s perception of the time as the
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“momentary” and “punctual”, the moment that has nothing in the
past with itself, and is naked and pure: “between what is no longer
exists and what exists, there is no possibility of connection “(Pou-
let, 1964: 92). The integration of Char’s poetry with the concepts of
“dynamism,” “movement,” and “becoming” should be traced in the
various influences of philosophers such as Homer (576-480 av.J.C.),
Heraclite (576-480 av. J.C.), Nietzsche (1844- 1900) and poets such
as Rambo (1894-1854). The main aim of this paper is to show how
philosophical concepts are crystallized in the thought of the thinkers
who influenced Char’s poetic language.

Methodologies

In this essay, we begin with the development of philosophical con-
cepts that highly impressed Char, the concepts that have given his
poetry philosophical riches. Then we will deal with the general
themes of Char’s poetry that have been taken from philosophical
concepts, and eventually, we will present the poetic and metaphori-
cal expression of these concepts and themes in his poetry. The ma-
terials employed to realize this research entail a variety of library
and archival resources in tandem with a handful of critical books
and articles.

Background studies

So far, many studies have been conducted on poems and philosophi-
cal themes of Char, and critics have often criticized, studied and ana-
lyzed his works. Because in this case, we will only focus on the works
and writings that are relevant to the main purpose of the article. Of
all these articles, books and critiques can be found in the eleventh
book of study in modern poetry by Jean-Pierre Richard. In the chap-
ter of this book, Rhaychar explores the main themes of Char’s poetry
and the dominance of his poetic language. This critic has another
book called poetry and depth that talks about the creation of poetry.
In some parts of this work, he analyzes Rambo’s poetry in-depth. By
reading this section, the poet’s influence on Char would be clear.
Rosemary Lacenter, in the book of Reneh Char’s explosive poetry,
has, in turn, transformed the effects of Char from another angle.
Lancaster tries to show that Char’s poetry while breaking commonly
accepted methods and principles, leads the reader to discover hid-
den language abilities and, at the same time, the passionate emo-
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tions of the human. Another author who has studied Char’s works
is Pauline Spel the author of the article “Rene Char and Nietzsche.”
He looks for the footprint and influence of Nietzsche on the poet In
the writings of Char, to the point where he considers Char’s poet an
embodiment of Nietzsche’s immortal return theory.

Conclusion

The most prominent theme of the Char’s poetry can be termed “dis-
sociation”. “Dissociation” is an explosive and energetic move to-
ward “openness” and the discovery of “the possible”. The subject of
Char’s poetry is far from being disconnected and released from the
source and away from relaxing and heavy initiating environments
towards unknown places. Char’s poetry is also the poem “transi-
tory” because the poet is fascinated by the thrill of beginning and
moving and going. Char avoids staying in lethargic places of origin
because these places will destroy the desire to change and eternal
birth. But what matters in this is that the act of “dissociation” and
going forward never ignores and does not forget the starting point of
movement, but it preserves it. Hence, a dialectical relationship exists
between the starting point and the origin of the “pre-existence”.

Keywords: Char, openness, reliance, vivification, poetic image
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