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A Study of Narrativity Through Semantic Square
and Narrative Program in the Novel “If Only It
Were True” by Marc Levy
Mitra Moradi !,Ali Abbasi?

Abstract

Introduction: Greimas, as the most famous theoretician of “narrative seman-
ey, believes that the structure of a narrative, \ike the structure of a sentence,
has 1ts own grammar. By presenting some models such as action pattern, nar-
rative Program, semantic square, etc., hie tries 1o structure the relationships be-
tween the meaningful signs of a texte, so that we can understand the internal
structures of the meaning of the text by transitioning from the surface structure
10 the deep structure. In the theory of semiotics, the narrativity is the main or-
ganizing principle of any discourse. Narrative semiotics aims to search for deep,
inherent and stable structures 1n discourses that can be formally manifested at
the surface of texts. In this research, by referring 1o Greimas’s narrative semiot-
ics and his famous models, we intend to examine the narrativity in the novel “If
Only Tt Were True” by Marc Levy. Unlike other literary criticism approaches
that search for meaning outside the text, the semiotic approach searches for the
mechanism of meaning formation 1n the text tself and in the deep layers of the
TeXL.

Background of study: In the field of semiotics, narratology and semantics,
many studies have been done by researchers in the form of books and articles.
Emphasizing the narrative aspect of Greimas's approach, Abbast has analyzed
Persian texts 1n the books “Samad: The Structure of 2 Myth” and “ Apphied Nar-
rauve” . Sha'in has done many and extensive studies n this field, among which

the books “Semantic of Literature: The Theory and Method of Analyzing Lit-

1.PhD in French Language and Literature, Department of French Language and Litera-
ture, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
(Corresponding Author)

2. Full Professor, Department of French Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature
and Humanities, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
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erary Discourse” and several articles such as “From Structuralist Semiotics to
Discourse-Semiotics”, “ A Study of Types of Discourse Systems From the Semi-
otic Point of View”, “Semiotic Analysis of the Process of Recognition in Liter-
ary Discourse: A Case Study of Pacheh Khizak written by Sadegh Choubak “.
Marc Levy’s works have also been the subject of researches with different ap-
proaches of literary criticism, among them, we can mention the article by Has-
san Zokhrareh and Martine Boyer-Weinmann entitled “ A Study of Literary Suc-
cess in the Contemporary Media Age, Case Study: She and Fe by Marc Levy”.
The authors of this article examine the reasons for the success of best-selling
novels and successhul authors. Al Abbasst and Mitra Moradi have studied the
beginning and end parts of Levy’s novel in the article entitled “The Study of
the Incipit and the Closure n Al Those Things We Never Said by Mare Levy”.
Methodology: In this research, using the models presented by Greimas, we
intend to investigate the narrativity in the novel “If Only Tt Were True”, by the
French author, Marc Levy. In fact, by conducting this study, we are looking for
an answer to the question “how the narrativity as the organizing principle of the
discourse has hielped to create meaning and reflect the author’s desired values”.
Our hypothesis n this research is that the text consists of a set of semiotic-
semantic elements at the surface and deep structures, between which there are
meaningful relationships. Therefore, the purpose of this researche is 1o study
The 2cTion pattern, narrative program and semantic square in this novel in order
1o determine how these elements make the discourse meaningful.

Conclusion: The findings of this study show that in this novel we are not facing
a stmple set of narrative programs, but there 1s a set of narrative programs that
2o in parallel 1o each other, this indicates the complexity of the narrative course
of the action subject. By examining the semantic square, we learn that although
the actors are temporarily in the position of death, they eventually come out of
1t and return to life; This reflects the author’s positiviste values.

Keywords: narrativity, semantic square, narrative program, action pattern,

Greimas
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