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Find it
‘ Find and underline “present continuous tense” in the passage below.

This is Paul. He is a tourist from Germany.
He's going into a gift shop with his wife.
They are opening the door of the shop.
Now, they're talking to the shopkeeper
to find suitable gifts for their daughters.
Paul's daughters are living in Spain now.

1. Richards & Schmidt
2. Nunan
3. Taylor
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A Content Analysis of the Grammar of Iranian Jun-
ior High School ELT Textbooks (Prospect) Based on a
Pedagogical Grammar Approach

Mohammadhossein Khani !, Negar Davari Ardekani?, Fatemeh Bahrami?
Abstract

Introduction: Textbooks are the basis of school education and the main
source of mformation for teachers and students. Many researchers em-
phasize the fact that textbooks have a 1ot of problems and shortcomings
n ferms of social, cultural, educational, and linguistic aspects. Grammar
teaching 1s one of the most important issues n language mstruction. Thos
the purpose of this research s 1o evaluate and analyze the grammatical con-
tent of lranian junior high school English textbooks in the framework of

Keck and Kim'’s (2014) Pedagogical Grammar.
Study Questions:

1. To what extent do these textbooks comply with the principles of peda-
gogical grammar?

2. According to the principles of pedagogical grammar, what are the Strengths
and weaknesses of the textbooks?

Literature Review: Theoretical framework of this research is Keck and Kim's

(2014) Pedagogical Grammar. According to them the most portant prin-

ciples of pedagogical grammar are as follows:

I. Leamers attenfional resources are limited, thus stmulating their atten-
fion 1o the maximum, leads 1o better learning of language and conse-
quently grammas.

2. Paying attention to the relation between form, meanmg, and use is a

1. PhD Candidate in Linguistics. Shahid Beheshti University. Tehran-Iran.
2. Associate Professor of Linguistics. Shahid Beheshti University. Tehran-Iran. (corresponding author.)

3.Assistant Professor of Linguistics. Shahid Beheshti University. Tehran-Iran.
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necessity of pedagogical grammar,

3. The preparation of the content of pedagogical grammar should be
based on the linguistic corpora of the target \anguage.

4. 1n compiling the confent of pedagogical grammar, the mstruction of
both grammar and lexical items must be considered.

5. Considering the processing and learning abilities of the earners is im-
portant.

6. Grammar mstruction must be done both exphicitly and imphicitly.

7. The use of different types of corrective feedback is very effective in
grammar teaching.

8. Intensive and exiensive instruction of grammafical structures 1s helpfol
n \anguage \earning.

9. The role and importance of language learners n learning grammar
from other language learmers are significant.

10. The content of pedagogical grammar should be designed based on

meaningful commumnication exercises and tasks.

Methodology. After extracting and introducing the principles of pedagogi-
cal grammar, a checklist based on them were designed which measures the
compliance of the grammatical content of the books with the mentioned
approach. After the checklist tems were developed, 15 experts in the field
of English language teaching and inguistics were asked 1o express their
views on the checklist and its ems n detail and determine the content
validity ratio and content validity index of the tems, based on the Likert
scale. In total, the necessity and relevance of 42 out of SO nitially designed
items were confirmed.

Results: The score that these books have obtained out of 210 total scores 1s
1395, which 18 approximately 64% of the total score. Therefore, the com-
phance of the books with the principles of pedagogical grammar is above

average. Qualitative analysis also revealed that n compiling the books,

- Vo) Qo 9 ol < VAo Leih g5 0599 PPN EENCH PR )| EUR U
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observing the principles of

* implicit and explicit grammar teaching,

*  attention to the lexis-grammar nterface,

* ntensive and extensive nstruction of grammatical Structures,

+ form, meaning, and use relation,

*  attention 1o the \earning and processing abilities of learers,

* fhe use of various tools 1o draw the learner’s atiention 10 grammafiical
structures,

are 1ts Sirengths and

*  non-compliance with the communicative language teaching principies,

*  scanty and mappropriate nput,

* lack of affention to the linguishic corpora of the target \language and
unrealisie nput,

*  nattention 1o the importance of corrective feedback,

* nsufficient attention to the sigmificance of leamers m learning the
grammancal pomts from their classmates and

* msufficient attention 1o the importance of morphology

are the weaknesses of these books.

Keywords: Faglish grammar, 1exibook, lranian learners, junior igh school,

pedagogical grammar, content analysis, checklist,
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