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An ‘Intra textual Reading of David Mitchell s Cloud Atlas
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An ‘Intra’textual Reading of David Mitchell’s Cloud At\as
Alireza Farahbakhsh'

Abstract

Introduction: Like miertextuality, intratextuality 1s an important notion
n fexiual analysis and narratological Studies. 1t does not deny functional
and conceptual similarities with intertextuality, which is a more familiar

narratological term. While intertextuality seeks interconnectedness among

1. Associate Professor, University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran
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hypertexts and hypotexts, infratexiuality sets about to discover and deci-
pher 1t within the structural totality of a single work. In other words, the
emphasis 1s 1aid on self-reflexivity rather than other-reflexivity n that the
objective 1s 1o unveil the connectivity that n-text narratives, sub-narratives
and frame stories maintain through sustained allusions and dialogues. The
major questions of the research nchude: What 1s infratextuality and what
are s charactensiic features? Are they discernible n the narrative fabric of
David Mitchell’'s Clond Atlas? What Structural and thematic roles, i any,
do they play?

Background Studies: Bakhtine’s Dostoevsky’s Poetics (1929), Kristeva's
Desire i Language: A Semiotic Approach 1o Literature and Art (1969),
Barthes’ Image-Music-Text (1977), and Genette’s Palimpsests: Literature
n the Second Degree (1982) are among important sources on ntertextual-
ity and 1ts principal categorisations. 1n his article “Moonlight Bright as a
UFO Abduction: Science Fiction, Present-Future Alienation and Cognitive
Mapping” (2011), William Stephenson claims that Michell’s sei-fi novel
1s mighly polyphonic and multifaceted. In his article, “Speculative Fiction
as Postcolonial Critique in Ghostwritten and Cloud Aflas,” Nicholas Dun-
\op argues that Mitchell’s postimoderm novel harmoniously mixes differ-
ent and heterogeneous narrative styles as well as typical aspects of sci-fi
and fantasy novels. George Gessert's 2003 arficle, “Cloud Atlas by David
Mitchell,” predominantly deals with plot-development, characterisation,
and Story-telling techniques, beside such themes as nhumanity, slavery,
and apocalypse. In Close Reading with Computers: Textual Scholarship,
Computational Formalism, and David Mitchell’s Clond Atlas (2020), Max-
fin Panl Bve uses computer-assisted charts 1o analyse lexical and grammatii-
cal distributions n the novel to prove the unity and harmony of narrativity

despite all apparent heterogeneities.
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Materials and Methods: Yo answer the stated questions, this narratological
Study first offers a brief digest of the term nfratextuality, which recognises
and endeavours 10 locate infertextual relations and echoes nside the nar-
rafive Structure of the same work, and then probes its applicability 1o the
Mitchell’'s Cloud Atlas. Genette’s well-known hypertext and hypotext as
well as his five-partite categorisation of transiextuality, comprising inter-
textuality, metatexiuality, paratextuality, hypotextuality, and archetextuality
are also contexiualised n the novel. In addition, notions such as organic
narrafion, self-reflexivity, self-allusiveness, symmetricality, and n-text re-
\afions are deemed pivotal throughout the mainsiream discussions

Results and Discussion: Tiis vesearch shows that identical characters and
ncidents, one way or another, keep reappearing n all of fhe six nested
Stories of the novel, thereby consiructing a tightly-knit network of recip-
rocal references and allusions within its narrafive structure. Furthermore,
the sustained recurrence of such motifs as reincarnation, dominance, quest
for truth, death and symbols and images associated with them n all nar-
rafives creates an intratextuality of self-reflexive themes, which reaffirm
fhemselves n every new intratextual dialogue. Transiextual relations are
also discernible in the novel, predominantly in the repeated titles of the six
narrafives n two halves of the novel, protagonists’ comments on characters
and ncidents n a previous narrafive, and n recurring themes and motifs
which expand and modify n every new appearance.

Key words: wiratextuality, intratextual dialogue, self-allusion, self-reflec-

fion, and Cloud Atlas
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