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1. Gyorgy Lukéacs
2. The proletariat and the bourgeoisie
3. True Consciousness
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Comparative Application of Lukacs’ Concept of Class
Consciousness in Houshang Golshiri’s “The Conquest
of Moghan” and Herman Melville’s “The Story of Wall
Street”

Abdolbaghi Rezaei Talarposhti!, Behzad Pourgharib?

Abstract:

Introduction: The concept of “class consciousness” is found throughout the
Marxist discourse, but it is particularly arficulated and codified n Gydrgy Lukacs’
writings. Lukacs views this idea 10 be potentially true of all classes by creating the
dual concept of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, bringing wniqueness 1o the topic
of awareness, and dishinguishing between true and false forms. In other words,
regardiess of economic Status or political power, any social class can have a false
historical awareness, and vice versa. In other words, a person’s social status and
money may place them in a privileged position while also oblivious 1o it.
Methodology and Approach: Yowever, for Lukacs, some elements place trae
consciousness primarily n relatfion 1o a specific group of oppressed or working-
class fighters and critics. Another major issue n this respect, which dates back to
Karl Marx’s writings and s further developed theoretically in Lukacs’ works, 18
the dichotomy between individual and communal consciousness. Two techniques
may be used to apply this notion 1o literary works analysis: Firsy, the adaptation of
the 1deas and concepts of Lukacs’ theory 1o the characters of the Story, which limits
the theory’s immense potential and leaves cerfain seemingly small but crucial
themes untouched. The second approach is to grasp the general nature of class

consciousness n its metaphorical and dialectical sense; this is the same advice given
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by Lukacs in his book on the history and class consciousness. The second option 18
chosen n this Study. The current Study will use a comparative formal approach and
a dialectical conceptual methodology. In the light of this backdrop, no academic
thesis, or dissertation has addressed this problem, although there are publications
that explain each of the major concepts of this technique independently.
Discussion and Results The tesolis show that, on the one hand, the major
characters in Houshang Golshir and Herman Melville’s Stories are wmvolved n
the concept of subject reconsiruction. “Baral” is set in the context of a major and
historic political upheaval in The Moghan Conguest, while Bartleby engages n an
artisiic and existential revolution in the process of capitalist order in America, with
Wall Street as is center and symbol in New York.
The function of Barat and Bartleby n the communal false consciousness may be
understood as producing tension and ropture. Although the narrator inGolshir’s Story
clearly shows the collective nature of your society, the narrator of Melville’s story,
who has no name, 1s behind this anonymity and that through Melville’'s deseription
of his morals, position, 10b, office location, and ofher factors representing people n
modern capitalist society. In Golshirt’s Story, awareness emerges in a revolutionary
field, but in Melville’s novel, it emerges n an epistemic and introverted field. The
State of class consciousness m both Stories 1s the awareness of the fragile and false
sttnation i which the characters derive their consciousness from empirical forms
but bring it to the social arena to nfluence those around them, the result of which
1s 10 reveal false aspects are the awareness imposed on society by the dominant
1deology or power and economic nsitanions.
Keywords: Class Consciousness, False Consciousness, ldeology, Moghan
Conguest, Wall Street Story, Subject of Consciousness.
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