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A Comparative Analysis of “Women’s Rights and
Personality” in “Wight Nights” by Dostoyevsky and
Saeed Aghighi

Hessam Khalouie'<Sedigheh Alipoor®

Abstract:

Comparative literature is currently considered as a totality among literary researchers, and
many scholars are seeking to employ this literary branch to attain the links and interactions

between creativity and human ingenuity across borders. “Getting acquainted with the lit-

erature of others has many benefits and advantages, provided that the learners know how to

enhance their national literature with their knowledge.” But it should be noted that, in this
context, we must not look at this field from the viewpoint of the French school, the French,

who are always looking for historical evidence to establish literary security, have confined
themselves to a quartet of self-made laws. Henry Remak, a prominent comparative litera-

ture theorist at the American School and a faculty member at Indiana University, rejects the
Jfollowing view: “the French desire for literary security at a time when it desperately wants

more (not less) imagination is deplorable.” He and other American school theorists have
drawn the attention of scholars to the fact that in addition to the link between the literature
of different nations, there is a close link between literature and other areas of science and
art, and the comparative literature is the primary research in this field. In his view, “Com-

parative literature will succeed in performing this task not only to interlinks some kinds of
literature, but also connect between literature and other areas of knowledge and human

“.activity, especially artistic and ideological areas

Background Studies:in the contexts of feminism, feminist criticism, and female
character, numerous papers and books have been written on Dostoevsky s works, which we

1.MA.in Comparative Literature. Shahid Bahonar University. Kerman- Iran.(corresponding author)
2. Associate professor of Persian Literature. Shahid Bahonar University. Kerman- Iran.
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can point out to the paper entitled “Ethereal Women in Dostoevsky s Thought,” published
in Golestane journal, where analyzes the women in Dostoevsky s stories. In the case of
Iranian cinema adoption from literary works, a paper entitled “Adaptation of Iranian Cin-
ema from Contemporary Fiction Literature” by Dr. Seyyed Habibollah Lazagi and Mazda
Morad-Abbasi has been published in Research in Persian Language & Literature in 2011,
which has been written based on contemporary Iranian literature. In the case of the “White
Nights” script, a book entitled “White Nights: Criticism, Conversation, Screenplay” by
Milad Darayi and Mojtaba Agha-Babayi has been published in Sefidsar Publications in
2018. This book contains a review and discussion of the film “White Nights”, produced by
Farzad Motamen, written by Saeed Aghighi, along with the original script. In this book, it
has been noted that “White Nights” is a text by Dostoevsky and a film that has its unique
fans. Collectors of the present collection are interested in an analytical-constrained effort
to retrieve and proofread this film.

Methodology:me this perspective, firstly, we will discuss the theoretical implica-
tions of feminist movements from its inception to the emergence of “liberal feminism” in the
Western world. Then, taking into account the elements of criticism and discourse existing in
the liberal feminism, we will compare and critique the rights and personality of women in
two mentioned works, with a comparative and interdisciplinary view at both literature and
cinema, employing the foundations of the American school.

Conclusion:The nineteenth century is confronted with significant approaches in wom-
en'’s struggles against, which, as a consequence, theorists have expressed their opinions
and attitudes in this context. Feminism and its initial wave, i.e., “liberal feminism,” are
among these intellectual flows that have greatly influenced the literary criticism. Many art-
ists and writers have produced a lot of writings according to these flows, as well as many
critics start reading works from the perspective of these intellectual flows. The present study
is an attempt by the authors to compare these two works from this angle. Liberal feminisms
were looking for conciliatory and moderate solutions. In their view, human identity is at
a higher level than being male or female, therefore, men and women should be treated
equally. This feminism approach was aimed at devising laws to address the physiological
and psychological violence of women. One of the most important implications of this study
was to get acquainted with the social status of women in the nineteenth-century society of
Russia and contemporary society. According to liberal feminism thinking, it was found that
women in both communities have emerged as one of the social realities of their country
over a century. Still, given the cultural characteristics, there were similarities and differ-
ences between these two works. The similarities first manifested themselves in the field of
violence. Based on the patriarchal structure of Russian and Iranian societies, Dostoevsky
and Aghighi portray women in a context of social insecurity. These insecurities, most nota-
bly “sexual harassment” and “distrust of the opposite sex,” emerge in the face of women's
powerlessness against the social power of men. Another similarity is protesting against the
absence of women in social participation and their isolation. In terms of the differences
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of opinions between these two works, breaking the norm is mostly considered. Dostoevsky

Jforms the romance of his story with the girl’s request from the tenant man. It is a prominent

taboo-breaking afier the age of enlightenment and European modernity which is based on

its “constant self” and far from established traditions; but there is a discussion that Iranian

women still adhere to the values and traditions of the Iranian society and does not imagine

herselfin their taboo-breaking position.

Keywords:Interdisciplinaly studies, Literature and cinema, Liberal Feminism, Dosto-
evsky, Saeed Aghighi, White nights.
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