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1. Cross-cultural marriage and hybrid identities of characters in three anglophone novels, Abir Tah-
sildar.

2. L' hybridité dialogique dans Hizya de Maissa Bey ,Zina Boumaraf.
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Migration, Alienation or Hybridity: A Comparative
Study of The Enigma of the Return and The Gloppy
Land

Dominique Carnoy-Torabi', Marzieh Khazaei?
Abstract
Introduction
Thanks 1o migration and mass media such as television and cyberspace, we live n
2a fransnational and transcultural world where cultural and identity signifiers con-
Stantly come 1nto contact and are nterwoven. The offshoot 1s the formation of a
new culture and identity no longer rooted n one land and nation; rather they have
‘been redefined and hybridized so that their survival and growth are secured in the
contemporary world. Influenced by this transnational world, the literature narrates
the life Story of deterritorialized people who have migrated in search of a better
\ife. Dany Laferriere’s The BEnigma of the Return (2009) and Keivan Arzaght’s
The Gloppy Land (2011) richly illustrate the outcomes of accepting and reject-
ng this hybridity. Drawing on FHomi Bhabha's posicolonial theory and Jacques
Lacan’s theory of alienation, we undertake a comparative Study of these two nov-
ls. This Study will allow us 1o show the results of hiybridization or the refusal of
hybridization n the deterritorialized man while describing fhe sitnation in which
the migrant \ives.
Background of Study
Postcolonial Studies have developed n two disciplinary fields: literary criticism

and anthropology. These studies, aiming 1o model a transnational world, theorize

1.Associate Professor of French Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University.
2.Ph.D. Student in French Language and Literature, Shahid Beheshti University.
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1dentity hiybridity as a result of “the permanemt negotiation between the migrant
and the dominant culture. Thus, heornisis of these Studies such as Frantz Fanon
and Homi Bhabha, in their works including Black Skin, White Magks (1952), and
The Location of Culture (2007), explore the notion of hiybridity. n addition, in the
\iterary field, there are several novelists such as Azouz Begag, Dany Laferriere,
ete., who reflect this hybrid world in their works. Hlowever, among them Laferriere
has carved out a special place for himself and his works are becoming a source of
research as evidenced by Dany Laferriere, la dérive ameéricaine by Ursula Mathis-
Moser (2003). Therefore, the present research aims 10 make a comparative study
‘between one of the works of this writer and that of Arzaghi.

Methodology

Hybridity is generally defined by the crossing between two varieties, two differ-
ent races, or the coexistence and fusion of several space-time spheres. Thus, we
speak of 1dentity, cultural and Spatio-temporal hybridity. To elaborate his theory,
Bhabha, using some concepts like “otherness, third-space, and hybridity”, wader-
\ines the productive capacity of a third-space, where hiybridity 1s formed due to the
crossing and negotiation of differences, and where the migrant takes the possibil-
ity 1o express himself. According to Lacan, when a man comes nto confact with
the other, desiring 1o conguer the place of the other, 1o discover him and show him
s superiority, he enters nto a dual relationship and alienates himself. Indeed, as
there 1s a competitive relationship between me and the other, one of them must
e excluded. Thus, because of the exclusion or separation, hie cannot reconstituie
himself as a subject and alienates himself.

Conclusion

The comparative Study of fhe characters i The Enigma of the Return and The
Gloppy Langd, according o Bhabha's posicolonial theories of hybridity and La-
can’s theories of alienation, allowed us 10 show that one can speak of two groups

n the migratory context: some like Dany’s father and Arash, unable to adjust to
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the rules of the host country and 1o appropriaie its cultural signifiers, become al-
ienated due 1o separation or exclusion. While some others like Saman, Dany, and
M. Behnejad, by accepting hybridity, make immigration a means to suecess. Thus,
Sanam, by dating Americans and knowing the differences, organizes his way 1o a
etter life; Mr. Behnejad, by reconstituting himself as an lranian- American sub-
ject, becomes a famous doctor; and Dany as a hiybrid subject, expressing himself
1n his novels, becomes a famous writer and one of the members of the host country.

Keywords: alienation, liybridity. Homi Bhabha, Jacque Lacan, Diaspora
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