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Abstract

Freedom in Berlin Alexanderplatz by Alfred Doblin (1929) is formulated not through a simple
opposition between the individual and the environment, but through the relation of individual
action to the past, the Other, and the material and social structures of the metropolis. Drawing on
Jean-Paul Sartre’s philosophy, this stu raen_al}{zr?% I\lloe\?_f St%sn relation takes shape in the trajectory of
Franz Biberkopf. The research employs EP descrlptlve-analytical method, with data collected
through library research. The analysis examines narrative situations, relations among characters,
and Berlin’s place in the organization of experience through the concepts of freedom, facticity,
project, bad faith, and the Other in Being and Nothingness, as well as praxis, the practico-inert,
and seriality in Critique of Dialectical Reason. Franz’s freedom neither begins with his release
from prison nor disappears under the pressure of circumstances; the fundamental issue is how he
relates to a situation whose elements he has not chosen. Transforming real limitations into forces
such as “life” and “fate” obscures the role of choice and constitutes bad faith. His encounter with
Reinhold makes the Other’s freedom a limit to Franz’s sovereignty over his own meaning, while
his project of the “strong man” binds him to that same Other. Berlin, as a practico-inert and serial
field, does not eliminate freedom but constitutes the objective conditions and resistances of action.
Mieze’s death distinguishes existential responsibility from direct causality and confronts Franz
with responsibility for his own choices in shaping the situation.

Keywords: Jean-Paul Sartre; Alfred Doblin; Berlin Alexanderplatz; situated freedom; bad faith;
the Other; practico-inert.
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