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Introduction

This study conducts a comparative analysis of point of view in two animal-centered narratives —

L] L]
Bijan Najd f Ho ﬂﬂtanv Er ‘ on The Story
(—
of a Horse® (Rus$ian ase 1 8ithp mul#-difmefsi®na t cél mlodel. Both

works employ a horse as narrator or focalizer, thereby blurring the boundary between human and

animal consciousness. The study aims to demonstrate how the choice of the horse as a narrative
agent organizes mechanisms of perception and evaluation, redefining the limits of subjectivity,

ethical judgment, and narrative authority.

Background of the Study

In Persian literature, the horse carries mythic and cultural significance, symbolizing beauty and
victory. Bijan Najdi (1938—-1997) is renowned for his poetic language and complex narrative
structures. His story “The Day of Horse-Shedding” narrates the relationship between a man,
Qalakhan, and his two-year-old horse, moving from attachment to violence and ultimately toward
empathetic identification. In Russian literature, Tolstoy (1828—1910) similarly uses the horse as a
mirror for human conscience. “Kholstomer” tells the life story of a piebald gelding from birth to
death, exposing the absurdity of property ownership, social status, and human self-deception.

While previous studies in Iran have applied Simpson’s model to various texts, no research has
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conducted a comparative analysis of Persian and Russian animal narratives using Simpson’s four

spheres. This study fills that gap.

Methodology

Simpson’s model analyzes point of view across four interconnected spheres: (1) Spatial — the
narrator’s physical position (static, mobile, panoramic, or sequential); (2) Temporal — the distance
between narrator and events (past retrospective or simultaneous); (3) Psychological — the
narrator’s mental stance (positive, negative, or neutral); (4) Ideological — the value system
encoded through transitivity processes (material, mental, relational, etc.) based on Halliday’s
grammar. The study applies this model comparatively to both narratives, analyzing textual

evidence to reveal how these dimensions construct animal consciousness as a narrative device.

Conclusion
The findings reveal fundamental differences. In Najdi’s story, spatial point of view begins with

the horse’s embodied, sensory perception and gradually merges with an omniscient panoramic

—Presprintversion:.:
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presence. Psychologically, Najdi’s poetic language produces an affective, experience-based
modality with high emotional intensity. Ideologically, transitivity is dominated by material and
behavioral processes, positioning the horse as an agentive sufferer.

In contrast, Tolstoy’s “Kholstomer” relies on divergent focalization: spatial movement progresses
from sensory experience (the stable) to ethical analysis (the broader world). Temporal point of
view 1is retrospective and reflective; temporal distance creates an evaluative, judgmental
modality. Psychologically, a combination of positive (moral beliefs) and negative (epistemic
doubt) descriptions transforms animal awareness into a tool for criticizing human values.
Ideologically, high-frequency mental and verbal processes assigned to the horse grant the animal
a protesting voice against property and social status.

In the final moments of death, Najdi’s transitivity collapses into convergence and identification,
whereas Tolstoy’s collapses into alienation and liberation from the body. Both texts create new
forms of narrative perception through the animal voice, but Najdi moves toward empathic

convergence, while Tolstoy foregrounds ethical divergence and anthropocentric critique.
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