Critical Language and Literary Studies(CLLS) 2025 Fall and Winter ; 22(35) Doi ) https://Doi.org/10.48308/clls.2025.238190.1286

Research Article

The Role of Voluntary and Involuntary Memory in the Formation of Identity in

Patrick Modiano’s Novel “Rue des Boutiques Obscures”

Vahid Nejadmohammad' ~, Ali Jabbari Khameneh®

! Associate professor of French Literature. Tabriz University, Tabriz, Iran. (Corresponding Author). Email : v.nejadmohammad@tabrizu.ac.ir

2M.A. student of English Literature, Tabriz University, Iran.Email : a.jabbari1400@ms.tabrizu.ac.ir

January 2025
September 2025
This study explores the concept of involuntary memory and its impact on our understanding of self and the continuity of our
experiences over time. Drawing on the works of Berntsen, Mace, and Ebbinghaus, it develops a comprehensive framework to analyze
Associate professor of how involuntary and autobiographical memories influence identity formation. The novel Rue des Boutiques Obscures by Patrick
French Literature. Tabriz Modiano serves as the central text for this investigation, highlighting the nuanced and complex interplay between memory and
University, [ran. Email: identity.

v.nejadmohammad@tabrizu.
ac.ir Berntsen posits that autobiographical memory is not merely a collection of individual memories but a dynamic structure and narrative
through which we construct our life stories and define our identities. He identifies two main functions of autobiographical memory:

the directive function, which influences our future decisions and behaviors, and the self-representational function, which focuses on

Nejadmohammad, Vahid, the formation and maintenance of our sense of identity. In contrast, Mace adopts an experimental approach to memory, focusing on
Jabbari Khameneh, Ali, the phenomenon of chaining, where one memory can trigger another. This is achieved through controlled laboratory experiments that
The Role of Voluntary and examine the characteristics of involuntary memories. Ebbinghaus contributes by emphasizing the spontaneous nature of involuntary
Involuntary Memory in memory and the associative chains that link sequential ideas. His distinction between voluntary and involuntary memory provides a
the Formation of Identity theoretical foundation for understanding how different types of memories are recalled.

in Patrick Modiano’s

Novel “Rue des Boutiques The study applies the theoretical frameworks of Berntsen, Mace, and Ebbinghaus to the literary analysis of Rue des Boutiques
Obscures” Obscures. It examines how the protagonist, Guy Roland, experiences memory retrieval through both voluntary and involuntary
Critical Language and mechanisms. The analysis categorizes memory triggers into abstract, sensory-perceptual, and state-based cues. Abstract cues include
Literary Studies.Vol. 22, words or phrases that evoke memories, while sensory-perceptual cues are based on direct sensory experiences, such as places, objects,
No.35, Fall and Winter 2025. smells, and sounds. State-based cues refer to emotional or mental states that trigger memories. Specific scenes and elements within the
DOI: https://Doi.org/10.48308/ novel are identified as textual cues that evoke memories, contributing to Roland’s fragmented identity reconstruction. For example,
clls.2025.238190.1286 the title of a book or the sound of a familiar tune can spontaneously bring back memories that are crucial for understanding the

protagonist’s past. The study also considers the impact of context on memory retrieval, highlighting the contrasting conditions under

which voluntary and involuntary memories surface. It explores how the protagonist’s active search for his lost identity, characterized

by focused attention and cognitive load, contrasts with the more spontaneous and leads to a dynamic and multifaceted understanding of self, where memories, both
unbidden nature of involuntary memory retrieval. clear and ambiguous, shape and redefine the protagonists identity. This complex
interaction illustrates the profound influence of memory on the protagonist’s sense of

belonging and his continual search for clarity and understanding of his past.

The study concludes that involuntary memory plays a crucial role in shaping the
protagonist’s identity in Rue des Boutiques Obscures. The interaction between
voluntary and involuntary memories creates a fragmented and continuously evolving
sense of self. Modiano’s portrayal of memory retrieval highlights the unpredictable
nature of memory and its profound impact on identity formation. By examining
the protagonist’s journey through fragmented recollections, the study underscores
the complexities and psychological effects of memory on personal identity. The

novel demonstrates how the interplay between voluntary and involuntary memories
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1. Rue des boutiques obscures, Paris, Gallimard,
1978
2. Patrick Modiano
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1. Voluntary Memory
2. Involuntary Memory
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1. Dorthe Berntsen
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5. Virginia Woolf
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1 Guy Roland

2. Hotel Castille

3. Marcel Proust
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2. Autobiographical Memory

1. Dorthe Berntsen
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