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Recreation of Identity in History: Static and Dynamic
History in Martin Amis’ Time’s Arrow and London
Fields
Mehdi Nezami', Farid Parvaneh?

Abstract:

Introduction: The Postmodern world contains lots of synthesized issues by which
mentalities are recreated in social circulations to diffuse some concepts for some
prejudicial purposes as Foucault implies in his theory of Knowledge/Power. Martin
Amis’s novels, Time s Arrow (1991), and London Fields (1989) have many layers of
interpretations including a historical study by which scientific study may be distilled.
Annealing, as a method in metallurgy science, can be taken into consideration for un-
derstanding one of the aspects of the novels’interpretation. The normalization trend
of synthesized identity resonates with the historical issues either to reject or diffuse
and amplify them. The trend of life whether forward and toward future or backward
and toward past after passing the social, cultural, and historical circulations based
on Jean Francois Lyotard and Michel Foucault and their notions of knowledge, pow-
er, and time are taken back to its original condition and culminates in recreation.

Background Studies: Sacido about Martin Amis’s works writes that he con-
densed the spirit of the times while looking back to authors of the canonical tradition
in the form of inter-textual games (235). Bradley and Tate mention that Amis valo-
rizes a free utopian space called the novel in which anything and everything can be
thought and said. They refer to something like a savior by the name of literature to
save humanity at present (107). The means of this affair are not completely specified.
Readings write that history, like literature, becomes the site of the recognition that
there is something that cannot be said (62). Elias notes that the postmodern and the
post-Holocaust become mutually intertwined issues that are best addressed in rela-
tion to each other (276). Boggs denotes to the matter that while “Good War” lore still
has a special appeal within postwar U.S. political culture, its particular “goodness”
would have little resonance for a larger world that had endured little but wartime
savagery and horrors: the Holocaust, massive battlefield death and destruction, ae-
rial obliteration of major cities, atomic carnage, deliberate assaults on civilian pop-
ulations by all sides in the conflict (xiii). Hyvdrinen refers to the Holocaust events
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that once seemed to have to some sort of rationale, some sort of justification to people
but that now, in retrospect, may appear quite awful and shameful (53). Cubitt states
that historical writing on the Holocaust is frequently intended, on one level at least,
as an instrument of remembering — a way of holding on to people and events that are
in danger of being forgotten or misremembered (52). Johnson mentions that we can
describe the mysteries of love as the result of a strong annealing process while under
the influence of some patterns that can trigger high energy states (3).

Methodology: The approach and methodology of this study is defined by the way
the problem of this work is stated in the title. Annealing, normalizing, and hardening
that are the three phases of the whole annealing trend are observed through the novel
as the upper critical points, while, tempering, as the last phase, is observed as the low-
er critical point. The critical point is the condition in which annealing is performed.
The methodology of this research is distilled in the overlapping notion of annealing
resonance with Michel Foucaults discourse analysis that is the way the genealogy of
discourse is created to govern society as well as Jean Francois Lyotard s chronopho-
bia that is to go beyond the usual constraints of time. As a whole, annealing recreates
a viewpoint to increase conductivity or virginity and decreases resistivity or changed
reality. The reversed chronological order of the novel contributes to the annealing
process by which the recreation of haunted history and cultural memory is achieved,
so that, the original manner of the circumstance is obtained. This paper is an attempt
to reveal Martin Amis s selected novels as the process of a dynamic trend by which
the original condition is recreated as a result of being stuck in the social circulation.
The character circulates in the process of society and achieves a new acquired being.
Conclusion: The trend of annealing, as a means, causes both the natural and artifi-
cial achieved issues as the acquired beings to be recreated again to reach the primor-
dial situation. Based on Foucault and Lyotard, conditions are created and recreated
by being situated in social relationships. The created zenith of postmodern haunted
history and cultural memory is either recreated or removed through the process of ei-
ther reversed or forward chronological order as annealing. The dynamic return to life
in the form of death in Amis s novels is done automatically as the result of the recreat-
ed conditions by the postmodern society that can be predictable. The main characters
of both novels have a return from death to life or form the synthesized identity to the
original identity through the process of annealing as a result of resonance.

Keywords: Annealing, Martin Amis, Normalization, Resonance, Synthesized Iden-
tity.
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